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Introduction. 

Why, how and what we write

Analytical Report

In 2014, the Revolution of Dignity reflected public desire for real political, social and economic changes in 
society in order to close a historic gap in social and economic standards with the more developed countries. 
These changes can only be ensured by consistent and ambitious political and social reforms, the 
implementation of which constitutes, without any exaggeration, an unprecedented challenge for the 
Ukrainian society. These reforms are occuring with active and varied support from the international 
community. Given the complexity of reform process and high expectations of people, Ukrainian society quite 
actively discusses the content and effectiveness of the reform policy and the role of international financial and 
technical assistance in reform processes. Given that Ukrainian civil society plays a prominent part in 
establishing priorities, areas and mechanisms of changes, the assistance that foreign donors give to Ukrainian 
NGOs is also actively discussed in Ukraine. 
This study supports the opinion that there is relatively little talk about the activities of foreign non-
governmental charitable foundations (as, incidentally, about Ukrainian corporate and private charities) in 
Ukraine today, although their assistance is extremely important. However, these charitable organizations do a 
very useful thing and quite often they support initiatives, which are not a priority for the official donors. 
In general, endeavors of civic activists, non-governmental organizations and private charities are of particular 
importance in the Ukrainian context. This happens because Ukrainian society traditionally does not have 
trust official governmental institutions and, in many cases, perceives civil society as a force that can solve a 
large number of problems or make government representatives and politicians act on their obligations. 
Indeed, a role of non-governmental organizations in the development and logistical support of the armed 
forces, especially during the first years of Russian aggression, the development and implementation of the 
reform policies for various sectors, fighting corruption etc.. It is clear that such work needs support from 
citizens and both official and private donors. 
Still, such a high level of societal confidence requires that public activists and NGOs comply with the relevant 
moral and ethical standards, while also acting in a transparent manner. This will allow the public to better 
understand what actions and in what manner Ukrainian civic sector takes. Such understanding is an 
important factor in ensuring support of society for public initiatives and development of public activism in 
general. At the same time this should also minimize the risks of using civil society to serve private interests and 
hide all kinds of trivial abuses of power.
That is why the Institute for Economic Research and Policy Consulting, for the first time, analyzed the 
activities of foreign non-governmental institutions that public activists and non-governmental entities in 
Ukraine rely on when implementing their initiatives.
The purpose this research is to assess the scope and areas of activities of foreign non-governmental charities in 
Ukraine. 
In the process of conducting this study the research team faced a number of challenges that the readers should 
bear in mind:
1. This report has been prepared only on the basis of information that was publicly available. It should, 
however, be noted that, unlike official aid, for which information was detailed enough, available data on the 
activities of private charities was rather fragmented and incomplete. 
2. The authors` attention was focused on the activities of foreign charitable foundations (FCFs), but the 
performance of specific projects was not analyzed, as this issue requires a separate in-depth study due to the 
lack of necessary information and different requirements of FCFs regarding project activities of Ukrainian 
partners in Ukraine.



Besides a large proportion of such projects are local in nature, therefore it is rather difficult to make an integral 
assessment of «foreign» private philanthropy sector in Ukraine and without such assessment it is difficult to 
estimate the scale of the social impact of individual projects.
3. For the purposes of the analysis, a foreign charitable foundation was defined as both any private (created by 
individuals) or corporate (created by companies) foundation and also any non-governmental organization 
that is funded from the state budget. An example of 'quasi-governmental' or 'quasi-private' organization is any 
German party foundation. We also consider to be a FCF any organization, created by religious communities 
and engaged in charitable activities.
4. The activities (projects) of FCFs in Ukraine can be roughly classified as follows:
- cultural and educational activities (in the broadest sense);
- educational and scientific activities (grants for studying in Ukraine or abroad, support for educational 
institutions and scientific research, etc.);
- social activities (support for any sort of social group, etc.);
- 'political' activities (assistance in shaping certain policies, establishment of dialogue on political issues 
between different stakeholders, etc.).
It should be noted that this classification is provisional because each FCF has its own mission, values, goals 
and principles of operation in Ukraine, and, therefore, all projects have an appropriate political component or 
context in the broadest sense of the word. 
5. Taking into account Ukrainian context – desire for fundamental social and economic transformations – the 
study focused on 'political' aspects of FCFs' activities to an certain extent, where such activities could be 
recognized.
6. FCFs have different reporting and disclosure standards, particularly in respect to content and aspects of 
implementation of their supported projects in general and specifically in Ukraine. This objectively 
complicates the analysis of activities, supported by FCFs and limits the possibility of generalizing existing 
information.
7. International technical assistance programs and FCFs' projects in Ukraine have different legal status, which, 
in turn, affects the relevant reporting of Ukrainian implementers of relevant programs.
8. International experience shows that the Governmental regulation of the activities of private charitable 
funds has been primarily focused on taxation issues. When it comes to the content of their activivies general 
legislation aimed at protecting public interests is applied. 
Having regard to the above said we approached this research problem as follows:
Step 1. We analysed the nature of private (non-state) charitable foundations in institutional terms.
Step 2. We indentified the list of foreign private funds which have been and continue to operate in Ukraine.
Step 3. We analyzed the goals, principles and priorities of the activities of charitable foundations. 
Step 4. We analyzed how these funds operate in Ukraine.
Step 5. Based on the results of the analysis we made a number of general conclusions on the peculiarities of the 
activities of FCF in Ukraine.
This approach has also defined the structure of the report: the characteristics of a specific FCF, description of 
its principles, directions and scale of activities in general and abroad in particular, description of its projects 
and Ukrainian partners. The presentation of the material is based on the geographical principle. 
Again, we stress that the subject of our work is the political activity of private (non-state) charitable 
institutions. 
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Private foreign foundations can be classified by funding sources and areas of activity. 
For the purpose of this analysis, US funds can be divided into five key groups, particularly:
– Independent funds that are charities, powered by financial endowment and founded either by individuals 

(e.g., The Charles Stewart Mott Foundation) or individual families (e.g., The Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation);

– Foundations that are funded by corporations. Although such foundations are similar in their nature to 
independent charities, they are created by corporations and not by individuals;

– Operational foundations, which are organizations that manage projects, funded by third parties. However, 
they may occasionally provide their own financing to certain projects.

– Community foundations that are, in fact, instruments to raise financial and other resources from different 
sources to address local problems.

– Public foundations, which are organizations that raise money from public to fund their own grant programs. 
Most community foundations are also public foundations. 

When it comes to Europe, the following classification, from our point of view, gives a fairly complete picture of 
2the structure of the non-state private foundations sector:

–  Private foundations, which are organizations that rely on financial endowment, made available by 
individuals or family funds (similarly to US independent foundations).

– Operational foundations that are established to manage certain institutions or projects (as in the case with 
some US organizations). 

– Foundations which are financed by corporations, that are independent legal entities and correspond to a 
similar type of US foundations. Generally, such foundations are created by large companies.

– Foundations that were created by corporations to run them, which would allow to prevent any power 
struggles and rivalries between heirs. For instance, Bosch is owned by The Robert Bosch Foundation.

– Government-managed foundations, which are privately endowed organizations run by the government.
– Government-funded foundations, which are organizations created and endowed by the government.

Quasi-Governmental Foundations
Please note that partially distributing international aid through foundations that formally are independent 
and non-governmental has become a common practice in the West. These funds can be described as quasi-
governmental, given that their activities are, to some extent, controlled by the government. For example, 
development and support for democracy depends on the political model of a donor country. Quasi-
governmental foundations operate in a manner, consistent with the government's foreign policy. Their 
activities are primarily aimed to support non-governmental organizations and civil society, where quasi-

3governmental organizations have the highest performance rates . Accordingly, quasi-governmental 
foundations are, from a legal perspective, independent organizations that are generally funded by the 
government and, to some extent depend on the national policy (in particular, their activity is in line with 
the policy of the state in the relevant spheres and under its particular supervision).

1 Toepler, Stefan. Foundations in Germany and the USA: Comparative Observations, С.27, в: Gregory R. Witkowski, 
Arnd Bauerkämper. German Philanthropy in Transatlantic Perspective. Springer, 2016;
Private foundations, http://www.ufb.org.ua/privatni-fondi.htm

2 Toepler, Stefan. Foundations in Germany and the USA: Comparative Observations, С.28, в: Gregory R. Witkowski, 
Arnd Bauerkämper. German Philanthropy in Transatlantic Perspective. Springer, 2016;
Private foundations, http://www.ufb.org.ua/privatni-fondi.htm
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3  Raik, Kristi. Promoting Democracy through Civil Society: How to Step up the EU’s Policy towards the Eastern 
Neighbourhood. CEPS Working Document, No. 237/February 2006, p. 21, https://www.ceps.eu/system/šles/book/1298.pdf.

4  Ibid, s. 22. 
5  Dakowska, Dorota. German Political Foundations: Transnational party go-betweens in the process of EU enlargement, 

p.6, https://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/halshs-00266910/document. 
6  See https://www.cipe.org/blog/2010/05/06/building-foundations-for-political-parties/. 
7  See https://www.cipe.org/blog/2010/05/06/building-foundations-for-political-parties/. 
8  Raik, Kristi . p. 24, https://www.ceps.eu/system/šles/book/1298.pdf.

Foundations offer a number of benefits (in comparison to official support channels), such as: 
- higher flexibility and innovations, 
- faster response to changes in the operational environment,
- smaller dependence on bureaucracy, 
- lower reporting requirements, 
- operation of formally independent foundations is less associated with intervention in internal affairs of a 

4country .
A classic example of quasi-governmental foundations are German political foundations, also known as 'party' 
foundations (See Support from German Political Foundations). They started being active as early as in the 

51960s in the Latin America . Later, the German model of international operations of political foundations was 
tested in such post-authoritarian economies as Spain and Portugal in the 1970s. Foundations provided 
support to political parties or individuals in foreign states and over time this led to a development of 

6partnership networks in Europe, centered around institutionalized key political trends .
German political foundations has set the example for other countries. Similar political foundations have been 
already established and are operating in a number of Western European countries. In particular, in the 1970s 
political foundations were created in Austria and in the 1990s this German model was implemented in the 
Netherlands (with a strategic goal of supporting global democratization) and Sweden (with a strategic goal of 
supporting democracy in post-Soviet countries). Westminster Foundation for Democracy was founded in the 
United Kingdom in 1992. Major Spanish political parties have, too, created party foundations in the 2000s to 
support foreign political parties that share their ideology. Today, the development of similar organizations is 
under way in Eastern and Central European countries, which previously enjoyed support from the Western 

7foundations .
Certain elements of the German model were also borrowed by US political institutions – the National 
Democratic Institute and the International Republican Institute, the National Endowment for Democracy 
(See American FCFs in Ukraine). In addition, there are the Eurasia Foundation (founded in early 1990s) and 
the Asia Foundation (active since the 1950s). The three quasi-governmental foundations, including NED, 

8raise significant funding from governmental and private sources .

«Foreign non-state foundations in Ukraine: directions and scope of activity»
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Cfs in Ukraine

9  See http://zakon5.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/531/97-%D0%B2%D1%80,
See http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/5073-17/. 

10  Vinnikov, Alexander. Charitable and Private Foundations in Ukraine, https://goo.gl/Pu2xCf. 
11  See https://life.pravda.com.ua/society/2016/10/5/218672/view_print/, https://nachasi.com/2017/05/18/charity/. 
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Today, Ukraine has no specific legislature that would apply to the activities of any of these foundations. 
Ukrainian Charity and Charitable Organizations Act was passed in 1997 and subsequently superseded by the 

9Ukrainian Charitable Activity and Charitable Organizations  Act dated 2012. Pioneer charity foundations 
10were operating as asassociations .

Box 1. Charitable Activity under Ukrainian Law.
In accordance with the law a 'charitable organization' is a private-law legal entity, the constituent documents of 
which state that the main activities of the entity lie in one or more areas, defined by this normative act, the 
main purpose of its activity.
Furthermore, the law defines a charitable activity as a voluntary, personal and/or proprietal aid that is 
provided to attain goals, set out in this normative act without generating any income for, or paying any fee or 
compensation to, the charity provider, in the name or on behalf of the beneficiary.
Areas of charitable activities include:
1) education; 
2) health care;
3) ecology, protection of environment and animal rights;
4) prevention and management of natural and human-made disasters, provision of first aid to people affected 
by disasters, armed conflicts or accidents, including refugees and distressed persons;
5) custody and guardianship, legal representation and legal aid;
6) social protection, social security, social services and poverty reduction;
7) culture and arts, protection of cultural heritage;
8) science and scientific achievements;
9) sports and physical education;
10) human and civil rights and fundamental freedoms;
11) development of local communities;
12) development of international cooperation of Ukraine;
13) promotion of economic growth and development of Ukraine and its regions, and improvement of 
Ukraine's competitive capacity;
14) promotion and implementation of national, regional, local, and international programs for improvement 
of social and economic environment in Ukraine;
15) promotion of development of defense capacity and mobilization preparedness of the state, and protection 
of citizens in case of emergency or martial law.
Source: Article 3, Law of Ukraine "On Charitable Activities and Charitable Organizations»

The State Fiscal Service reported that more than 15,000 charity foundations and organizations were registered 
in Ukraine as of early 2016. There is lack of information about the activities of certain entities, because they do 
not file any financial statements. However, in 2015 the expenses on charity programs reported by 9,500 
charities reached almost 9.4 billion hryvnas. Almost one third of all the charity expenses was accounted for by 
five major foundations. In the meantime, 100 largest foundations spent 6 billion hryvnas (two thirds of this 
amount). The expenses of other charity foundations and organizations therefore amounted to only 3 billion 

11hryvnas, making on average slightly more than 300 thousand hryvnas per one entity . 
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12  See http://www.u—.org.ua/aboutus/vizitna-kartka/istorija.htm.
13  See http://www.u—.org.ua/aboutus/kerivnuctvo/members.htm.
14  See https://life.pravda.com.ua/society/2017/12/26/228186/.
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Ukrainian Forum of Charity Providers (UFCP) – first professional association of Ukrainian charity 
foundations and organizations – was established in 2005. UFCP was founded by the Yednannia Initiative 
Center to Support Social Action and the International Renaissance Foundation. The forums patticipants also 
were international donors, such as: the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, the Institute for Sustainable 

12Communities/UCAN, and the Poland-America-Ukraine Cooperation Initiative . Today, the association 
consists nearly of 30 fellow members and approximately 10 associate members. UFCP held the National 

13Rating of Charity Providers for some time . In 2016, the rating included only 89 charity foundations and 
organizations that disclosed their tax returns. Their expenses accounted for 1.8 bilkion hryvnas or more than 

14a fourth of the 2016 total charity expenses . 
This data suggests that private philanthropy has been developing in Ukraine, but an assessment of the real 
scale, trends and outcomes of initiatives and projects supported by Ukrainian philanthropists requires a 
special study. 
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Activities of American Charity Foundations in Ukraine

American CFs and their activities abroad

15 2017 IRS Data Book, https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-soi/17databk.pdf. 
16 Each US tax year lasts from 1 October to 30 September. 
17 Tax-exempt under Section 501(с)(3) of the US Internal Revenue Code
18 Organizations which revenues are below USD50 k are exempted from filing returns 
19 Form 990 Returns of 501(c)(3)-(9) Organizations: Balance Sheet and Income Statement Items, by Code Section, Tax 

Year 2015б https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-soi/15eo03.xlsx.
20 Form 990 Returns of 501(c)(3)-(9) Organizations: Total Functional Expenses, by Code Section, Tax Year 2015, https://

www.irs.gov/pub/irs-soi/15eo02.xls.
21 To meet these requirements, a charity organization should raise at least 33% of its resources from non-related parties -

and the majority of its management should be independent directors.
22 All charities that do not fall under the definition of public charities
23 Available at  https://fconline.foundationcenter.org/ та https://maps.foundationcenter.org/home.php.
24 And a small number of organizations outside the United States that provide such information to the Foundation Center
25 As of August 2018, charities' returns for 2017 have not yet been made public.

Analytical Report

Most US-based charity organizations are relatively small institutions, focused on addressing local problems. 
However, the US non-profit sector is large. As of 30 September 2017, 1.3 million charities were registered with 

15 16 17the US Internal Revenue Service . In the 2015 tax year , 209,000 US  charity organizations that filed tax 
18returns  reported  assets in the amount of 3.7 trillion dollars and the aggregate income of 2 trillion dollars. It 

should be noted that the major portion of revenues and expenses of US charity organizations is generated by 
non-profit health care and educational institutions. Non-profit organizations accounted for a significant 
share of the US education and health sectors.

19The amounts that were raised from donors and grants were lower. 204 billion dollars  were obtained from 
donors in money and goods, while 172 billion dollars were issued in grants in the 2015 tax year. Those 172 

20billion dollars  were distributed as follows: 89.6 billion dollars went to US organizations in grants, 57.7 billion 
dollars were provided to US private entities, and 25.2 billion dollars were channeled to private entities and 
organizations outside the USA. Therefore, an insignificant share of resources available to US charity 
organizations is transferred abroad: less than 15% of the total grants and slightly above 1% of the total 
revenues. However, the amount of 25 billion dollars exceeds the annual foreign aid budgets of the UK and 
Germany put together (the largest bilateral official donors after the USA).
In return for exemption from taxation, US charities are required to submit detailed information on their 
activities to the US Internal Revenue Service (Form 990). Generally, such reporting is publicly available (with 
limited exceptions). In particular, the details of grant recipients outside of the USA make part of the returns, 

21but are not subject to public disclosure by public charities . Information about the recipient's funding amount 
22and geographic area is disclosed. Private foundations activity are subject to a more thorough regulation  

(particularly, they are required to allocate at least five percent of their assets for charity purposes) and they file 
more detailed returns.
In the United States, there is a number of organizations collecting information on the performance of 

23charities. For example, The Foundation Center maintains database , containing information on the vast 
24majority of grants provided by private foundations in the United States . Information is collected from 

publicly available reports and data on grants, which certain foundations provide directly to the Foundation 
Center. The base contains details of grants provided in 2003-2015 and a more limited set of data for 2016, 2017 

25and 2018 . For example, as of the end of August 2018, the database contains information about 2.3 million 
grants for a total of 76.1 billion dollars, which were given by 74,161 donors to 333,627 recipients in 2015. Out 
of these, 4,572 donors provided grants to 39,875 recipients outside the United States for a total of 16.8 billion 
dollars. It should be noted that a significant part of grants in support of other countries is provided to US 
organizations – 6.7 billion dollars out of total 16.8 billion. The aid was primarily provided for educational and 
health care purposes.
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US CFs and Ukraine

Table 1. Major Ukraine's donors in 2011-2018 according to the Foundation Center database

Name Amount, USD m
National Endowment for Democracy 25,0
Foundation to Promote Open Society 11,1
Mott Foundation 8,0
Coca-Cola Foundation 4,1
Nationale Postcode Loterij (the Netherlands) 3,0
Sigrid Rausing Trust (The United Kingdom) 1,1
Ukrainian Women's Fund (Ukraine) 1,1
Other 17,6

Source: Own calculations derived from the Foundation Center data

26 The amount of funding in Ukraine was determined for some grants, but, for the majority of grants, that estimate was rough.-

27 Related primarily to Russia

«Foreign non-state foundations in Ukraine: directions and scope of activity»

In general, US charity foundations paid rather little attention to Ukraine. As of the beginning of August 2018, 
in the Foundation Center database , revealed 1,521 entries for a total of 103.5 million dollars, making it 0.1% of 
the total amount of external grants from US private foundations. Is this a little or a lot? If we consider the fact 
that Ukraine accounts for 0.6% of the world's population and 0.3% of the world's GDP, this would be quite a 
small percentage. 
Please note that the Foundation Center classifies grants by geography of their operation on algorithmic basis, 
meaning that it is not always accurate. In addition, a number of grants were issued to the projects that operate 

25in more than one country. To evaluate the amount of funds received by Ukraine directly , first those grants, 
26which operational geography was determined incorrectly, were excluded . Second, Ukraine's share in grants 

that were implemented simultaneously in more than one country, was excluded. According to our estimates, 
Ukraine received approximately 72.8 million dollars from US CFs over the period from 2011 to 2018. 
For this research, the support provided to Ukraine by US foundations since 2011 was analyzed.
During this period, the largest private US donors in Ukraine were the National Endowment for Democracy, 
the Open Society Foundation, the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, and the Coca Cola Foundation. 
The Foundation Center database also contains, among other things, data on grants given to Ukraine by the 
Sigrid Rausing Trust, the United Kingdom, the Nationale Postcode Loterij, the Netherlands, and the 
Ukrainian Women's Fund in Ukraine.
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Source: Own calculations derived from the Foundation Center data

Analytical Report

Figure 1. Grants provided to Ukraine in 2011-2018, according to the Foundation Center database

amount of grants number of grants

million US dollars

As is see on figure 1, annual support provided to Ukraine by the US FCFs ranged from 9 million dollars to
14 million dollars. The inflow reached the peak in 2014 (at the height of the Revolution of Dignity) with the 
lowest records observed in 2012. Each year saw hundreds of grants issued in the amounts ranging from
10 million dollars. The largest was a 3 million dollar grant, provided by Nationale Postcode Loterij UNICEF
(a Dutch lottery) in support of homeless teens in Ukraine and Moldova.
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Figure 2. Major areas of support in Ukraine in 2011-2018

Source: Foundation Center

«Foreign non-state foundations in Ukraine: directions and scope of activity»

The Foundation Сenter distinguishes grants by their purposes using a certain algorithm. Each grant can be 
classified according to one or more purposes. Therefore, the total amount of distribution does not correspond 
to the total amount of grants. Significant amounts were given to health care, human rights protection, and 
development of civil society.
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National Endowment for Democracy

Open Society Foundations

28  See https://www.ned.org/about/history/. 
29  See https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/about. 
30  РThe Renaissance Foundation annual report for 2017 http://www.irf.ua/content/šles/annual_report_2017.pdf. 

Analytical Report

The National Endowment for Democracy (NED) was established in the USA in the 1980s on the basis of a 
27German party foundation model . It is mainly funded from the US federal budget, but the funds are 

distributed to the recipients by a independent board. NED's mission is to support the development of 
democratic institutions such as political parties, trade unions and business associations. NED also supports 
free markets and key elements of civil society, such as human rights protection, indendent and free media. 
NED works together with four related institutions: the International Republican Institute (affiliated with the 
Republican Party of the United States), the National Democratic Institute (affiliated with the Democratic 
Party of the United States), the Center for International Private Enterprise (affiliated with the US Chamber of 
Commerce) and the Center for Solidarity (affiliated with American Trade Unions). To achieve its goals, NED 
finances the activities of affiliated institutions in many countries around the world and those of numerous 
local organizations. 
In Ukraine, NED financed the activities of affiliated institutions (for a total of 6 million dollars, of which 3 
million were received by the Center for International Private Enterprise), but the largest portion of the 
proceeds went to 160 Ukrainian organizations the sume of which was, in total, 19 million dollars. The grants 
were mainly provided for the development of a democratic society, in particular, for the monitoring of the 
election process and for the protection of human rights. The largest Ukrainian recipients of NED financing 
were the Youth Organizations Committee of Sumy Region (747 thousand dollars in support of civil society in 
south-eastern Ukraine), the Ukrainian Center for Independent Political Research (514 thousand to support 
research of political processes and democracy), Youth Alternative (447 thousand dollars for youth leaders 
training), the Independent Association of Broadcasters (418 thousand dollars for the preparation of 
awareness-raising materials and trainings for promotion of human rights).

28The Open Society Foundations Network  was established by George Soros to support democratic reforms in 
the post-Soviet countries and later expanded its activities to more than 100 nations. The principal operational 
instrument in Ukraine was and remains the International Renaissance Foundation, which received more than 
9 million dollars to further distribute them to Ukrainian projects. Lobby-free initiatives to fight corruption, 
the protection of rights of vulnerable groups, and the improvement of access to information and public health 

29were declared to be funding priorities. This allowed the Foundation to provide – in 2017 alone  – the funding 
of over 200 million hryvnas to more than 400 projects as part of Foundation's seven programs (democratic 
practice, human rights and justice, European program, public health, Roma program, social capital and 
support for think tanks) and to maintain an extensive network of offices throughout Ukraine.
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31 See http://www.irf.ua/allevents/news/zayava_mizhnarodnogo_fondu_vidrodzhennya_pro_medichnu_reformu/.
32 See http://www.irf.ua/en/allevents/news/pid_vplivom_gromadskosti_parlament_zrobiv_pershiy_krok_do_

prozorosti_u_vidobuvnikh_galuzyakh/.
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Box 2. Examples of reforms supported by the International Renaissance Foundation
The Parliament has adopted the draft law “On Financial State Guarantees for the Supply of Healthcare 
Services and Medicines” (draft law No. 6327) which was proposed by the Government as well as the draft law 
“On Amendments to the Budget Code of Ukraine to Ensure the Financial State Guarantees for the Supply of 
Healthcare Services and Medicines” (No. 6604) whch was adopted in the first reading. This is a huge success in 
regard to the political support for the healthcare reform. The International Renaissance Foundation sends its 
best regards to everyone who made efforts to implement this step.
The adoption of the above laws is also important in regard to the long-lasting efforts of the Foundation and its 
program “Public Health” aimed to support initiatives and projects whose output was taken into account 
during the preparation of these draft laws. At the same time, the adopted law is based on meticulous expert 
work assisted by the Foundation following the initiative of George Soros. 
In 2014, the Strategic Advisory Group on the Healthcare Reform was established with our support. This 
group, led by Volodymyr Kurpita, brought together experts to develop the concept of the reform of the public 
healthcare funding mechanism and the public healthcare development concept which were approved by the 
Government in 2016. The involvement of experts who have different views on the content of the reform and its 
communication to citizens stands for the new culture of public policy making in Ukraine. Fostering the 
engagement of independent experts and stakeholders in the implementation of the healthcare reform and 

31other reforms, which is actively supported by the Foundation, is an extremely important task for our society.  
(from the IRF statement)
*** 
For many years, the International Renaissance Foundation has been supporting the extractive industry 
reform. In particular, 10 years ago the Foundation became the leader of the international Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative (EITI) in Ukraine, whereas in 2013 the State has officially joined the Initiative. During 
this time, under the community influence the following was achieved:
open the information on license issuance for subsoil use and transport in the territory of the country;
introduced the procedure of reconciliation of payments and budget revenues received from extractive 
companies in the budgets of different levels;
made amendments to the Budget Code, according to which, starting from the beginning of 2018, 5% of rent 
payments payable by oil and gas companies shall be credited to the local budgets of those communities, 
districts and regions, in territories of which the extraction takes place;
open free access to the register of beneficiary owners of enterprises, which also includes the mining 

32companies. Ukraine was the first in the world to do this.  
Source: Official site of the International Renaissance Foundation

Open Society Foundations also directly funded a number of projects in Ukraine, mainly in the field of 
education and health care. In particular, the funding was provided to Kyiv School of Economics, to restart the 
operation of Donetsk University, to Maidan Open University, for the expansion of access to medicine for 
treatment of hepatitis C, for the training of palliative care nurses, and the protection of rights of psychiatric 
patients. Initiatives for the protection of LGBT's rights in Ukraine and a number of international projects in 
Ukraine were also funded by IRF.
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Coca-Cola Foundation

34 See https://www.coca-colacompany.com/our-company/the-coca-cola-foundation. 
35 Project website  http://www.klitschkofoundation.org/projects/sport/klich-druziv-graimo-razom/. 
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Mott Foundation
The Mott Foundation was established in 1926 by one of General Motors founders, Charles Stewart Mott, and 

33over time became one of the largest private foundations in the United States.  If at the beginning of its 
activities the Mott Foundation was addressing the issues of Flint city, Michigan, today it supports projects in 
more than 60 countries of the world, but a significant part of the Foundation's money is still invested in the 
development of the city of Flint and its neighborhoods. Other areas of the Foundation's activities are 
environment, education and civil society. 
In Ukraine, the Mott Foundation operated in similar areas. In particular, the foundation provided support for 
the development of philanthropy in Ukraine through supporting the Ukrainian Forum of Charity Providers, a 
crowdfunding platform, and creation of community foundations. In total, 1.8 million dollars were spent on 
these initiatives. Funding was also provided to a number of international philanthropy support projects in 
Central and Eastern Europe (such as The Funding Network, Techsoup and other resource centers, 
particularly in Ukraine).
The Mott Foundation also funded trainings for local community activists and activities, aimed at enhancing 
the participation of communities in local decision-making. Funding was also given to educational programs 
for local activists and citizens, for better access to e-democracy, for support of community initiatives, for 
planning and involvement in local processes, and to resource centers that deal with local development. The 
funding, provided to these sectors, reached a total of 3 million dollars. 
When it comes to the protection of human rights, the Mott Foundation provided basic funding for a total of 
1.2 million dollars to the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union, the Opora Civil Network, and the 
Association of Ukrainian Human Rights Monitors of Law Enforcement. The Mott Foundation also supported 
the activities of community-oriented schools, the Step by Step Foundation and non-governmental 
environmental organizations.

34The Coca-Cola Foundation was established in 1984 as a charitable branch of Coca-Cola.  The Coca-Cola 
Company then pledged to allocate 1% of its operating profit to charity and performs this obligation primarily 
through its foundation. The Coca-Cola Foundation provides grants in more than 70 countries and territories, 
including Ukraine. It has declared the support for such intiatives as the women's rights, access to clean water 
and grassroots initiatives, such educational and youth ones, as its priority. The Coca-Cola Foundation also 
supports a number of international initiatives on access to safe drinking water some of which operate in 
Ukraine.
The main Ukrainian recipients of funding, provided by the Coca-Cola Foundation, are the Klitschko 
Foundation (formerly the Klitschko Brothers Fund), the Olena Pinchuk AntiAIDS Foundation, the 
Ukrainian Society for the Protection of Birds, the National Olympic Committee, and the Special Olympics 
Ukraine. The Klitschko Foundation received more than 1.1 million dollars from the Coca-Cola Foundation, 

35mainly in support of the project “Call Your Friends, Let's Play Together.”  Funding was also provided to the 
School of Success, which conducts summer schools for teens. 
The AntiAIDS Foundation received grants for a total of 760 thousand dollars to conduct information 
campaigns on HIV/AIDS, to promote healthy lifestyle, and to reduce gender inequality in Ukraine. In 
particular, the funding was directed to the activities of the Safe Connection platform.

33 See https://www.mott.org/about/history/. 
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Grants from the Bloomberg Foundation

36 See https://tobaccocontrolgrants.org/What-we-fund?who_region=EURO&country_id=24&date_type=&date_
from=&date_to=&submit=Search. 

37 Donetsk Regional Organization of All-Ukrainian Public Organization 'Committee of Voters of Ukraine',
Public Organization Media Law Institute (Kyiv), Crimean Republic Association "Ekologiya I Mir",
Odessa Regional Branch of the Ukrainian Youth NGO "Youth of Democratic Alliance" etc 

38 See https://www.bloomberg.org/program/public-health/tobacco-control/#solution. 
39 Life Regional Advocacy Center, NGO 'Telekritika'
40 The tobacco excise tax was increased primarily pursuant to Ukraine's obligations to harmonize its tobacco taxes

with the EU legislation.
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The Ukrainian Society for the Protection of Birds received 420 thousand dollars to clean up the banks of 
rivers, lakes and the Black Sea coast. In particular, the funding was used to clean up lakes in the Tarkhankut 
Peninsula, the Tiligul and Kalanchatsky estuaries, the Black Sea coast in the Kinburnskaya sand spit area, etc. 
The National Olympic Committee and the Special Olympics Ukraine received 54 thousand dollars to conduct 
sporting events. In particular, funding was provided for the training of athletes and for holding sporting 
events, involving mixed teams composed of disabled people and regular athletes, and promotion of the 
healthy lifestyle among schoolchildren with the involvement of Olympic athletes.

Michael Bloomberg has pledged to spend most of his business profits on charity and does it through a number 
of foundations, which share the name of Bloomberg Philanthropies. The Bloomberg Philanthropies areas of 
focus include environmental protection, public health, education, urban development, and arts. International 
initiatives of the Bloomberg Foundation are mainly focused on public health. For example, Ukraine was 
identified as one of the priority countries for the tobacco control initiative. A number of Ukrainian 

36organizations obtained grants for projects related to tobacco control  as part of the Bloomberg Foundation 
37initiative. In particular, support was provided to a number of regional organizations  in Donetsk, Kyiv, Odesa, 

Sumy, and Zhytomyr regions and for activities carried out at the national level. The Tobacco Control Initiative 
38has six main components (MPOWER) : monitoring tobacco use, introducing and controlling bans on 

smoking in public places, assistance to persons, who want to stop smoking, strengthening requirements for 
smoking health warnings on packaging, awareness raising campaign about the harmful influence of smoking, 
introducing and controlling prohibitions on the advertising, promotion and sponsorship of tobacco, raising 
taxes and, accordingly, tobacco prices. Supported projects met these areas: : funding was provided to regional 
projects advocating for the introduction of restrictions on smoking in public places at the local level and 

39watching over compliance with local and national tobacco control regulations. At the national level , grants 
were allocated to advocate for the tightening of restrictions on advertising and promotion of tobacco 

40products, increasing tobacco excise taxes , and identifying the facts of production of news media, ordered by 
tobacco companies. However, the amount of the funding is not disclosed at the Tobacco Control Initiative 
website. 



20

41 See http://old.moz.gov.ua/ua/portal/pre_20151119_a.html.
42 See http://rada.gov.ua/news/Novyny/144963.html.
43 See http://rada.gov.ua/news/Novyny/144259.html.
44 In 2015, the Union unit in the United States was renamed Vital Strategies.
45 Information about grants issued in Africa as of August 2016.  https://web.archive.org/web/20160804055403/

http://www.tobaccocontrolgrants.org/Pages/40/What-we-fund?who_region=AFRO&country_id=&amount=&date_
type=&date_from=&date_to=&submit=Search. 

46 See https://kp.ua/economics/555835-antytabachnaia-kampanyia-v-ukrayne-spotknulas-o-natsyonalnyi-mentalytet. 
47 Return for 2015-2016  http://tobaccocontrol.org.ua/uploads/elšnder/news/zvit-Zhyttia-net.pdf Звіт за 2017 рік 

https://drive.google.com/šle/d/1u_3_e8LmNt2GknJ9A7zZ7KYuE6yqluJT/view. 
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Box 3. Tobacco control: advocacy actions

1) The Ministry of Health together with the Office of the WHO in Ukraine, the World Bank in Ukraine, the 
European Network for the Prevention of Smoking (ENSP), representatives of NGOs - NGO "Life", the 
Ukrainian Center for Tobacco Control, supported the Draft Law No. 2820 "On Amendments to some laws of 
Ukraine on public health protection against harmful tobacco". It was developed by a group of people's 
deputies headed by the Chairman of the Healthcare Committee of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine O. 

41Bogomolets.
2) On May 23, in the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, the photo exhibition "Lights of cigarette showcases - a trap 
for children" opened. A briefing was also held. Representatives of NGO "Life" and the Coalition for Tobacco-
Free Ukraine together with people's deputies, authors of anti-tobacco bills, showed clearly how tobacco 

42companies use marketing tools to attract children to smoking.
3) People's deputies - Anna Hopko, Oleg Musii, Igor Lutsenko, Ostap Yednak and Natalia Veselova - together 
with representatives of NGO "Life" joined the event and held a briefing under the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. 
They urged their colleagues to adopt anti-tobacco Draft Laws No. 2820 and No. 4030a. Participants of the 

43event stressed that anti-tobacco amendments are aimed at reducing smoking among Ukrainians.
Source: Official sites of Health Ministry, Verkhovna Rada (translation from Ukrainian)

The Bloomberg Foundation (a private foundation) provided funding to the International Union for Fighting 
44 Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease (the 'Union') and other organizations. These grants were entered in 

the Foundation Center database. Further, the Union distributed the received funds to the countries with high 
smoking prevalence and high amount of lung diseases, including Ukraine. Since the Union is a public charity, 
it is not obliged to disclose the data of its funding recipients and the amount of support provided. In real life, 
information about supported projects is published on initiative's website, but the amount of funding is not 
disclosed. Analysis of the archived version of the initiative's website indicates that information about the 

45amounts of support was previously disclosed , but this information was removed and after August 2016 it is 
not available for public access. Information in the media (which is difficult to verify) indicates that over the 

46period from 2008 to 2015 the corresponding funding amounted to 2.7 million dollars , of which 1.2 million 
dollars went to the Life Center – a major recipient of grants at the national level. Returns filed by Life Center in 

472015-2017  contain information on the sources of funding and organization's expence structure. In 
particular, it received about UAH 10m from the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids (based in US) and Vital 
Strategies (US subsidiary of the Union), partners of the Tobacco Control Initiative.
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Other specialized donors

A number of specialized donors are also present in Ukraine, which are providing funding to organizations in a 
relatively narrow sphere, as well as donors that support only individual projects. For example, the Tides 
Foundation funded a number of AIDS treatment, inclusive education and disabled people's rights protection 
projects. The Elton John AIDS Foundation supported a number of projects aimed at prevention of AIDS 
among the vulnerable groups. The Omidyar Network Fund supported the creation of “New citizen” platform 
and Hromadske Television. Mama Cash supported several LGBT organizations and women's rights 
organizations. 
The Disability Rights Fund supported projects for people with disabilities, such as inclusive education, 
adoption of regional strategies, access to justice, accessibility of transport system, and others. 
The Global Fund for Children supported rehabilitation of and psychological support for children with 
disabilities, early interventions for children and the adaptation of children from orphanages. The 
abovementioned donors provided funding for a total of 4.3 million dollars.

Religious and humanitarian donors

Significant amounts were raised though US foundations to support Ukrainian religious communities, 
religious education in Ukraine, and humanitarian initiatives, in particular, for the Jewish community of 
Ukraine. The most successful beneficiaries of US private donors were the Jewish community of Tikva (3 
million dollars) and the Ukrainian Catholic University (2.3 million dollars), which obtained together nearly 
two hundred grants from 2011.
*******
When analyzing data obtained from the Foundation Center database, it should be noted that they, on the one 
hand, only take into account grants from US private foundations, but also do not include grants from public 
charities. 
On the other hand, this data base contains information on grants of organizations outside of the United States 
that provide their own information to the Foundation Center. Furthermore, this data are not adjusted for the 
practice of re-granting. In particular, the Ukrainian Women's Fund is based in Ukraine and raised 1.1 million 
dollars from US Foundations and the Sigrid Rausing Trust. It then provided information on over 300 grants, 
issued to support primarily women's initiatives in Ukraine for a total of 1.1 million to the Foundation Center 
database.

Conclusions

Globally, foreign activities of US foundations are significant and their expenditures exceed the official foreign 
aid budgets of many countries. However, their presence in Ukraine is relatively low. The extent of their 
support is insignificant compared to the amounts of official support: According to the OECD, in 2011-2016 
Ukraine actually received over 5 billion dollars in grants from other states and multilateral donors, while the 
support it received from US foundations was less than 0.1 billion. However, this should not diminish the 
importance of private donors to certain needs, particularly, when it comes to the support of civil society or the 
protection of rights of vulnerable groups, etc.
The largest shares of the support were provided by three major donors: The National Endowment for 
Democracy, Open Society Foundations and the Mott Foundation. Their activities were mainly aimed at the 
empowerment of civil society, local activists, and the protection of human rights. At the same time, they did 
not intend to directly influence the policy-making in Ukraine, but rather to increase the capacity of 
stakeholders and protect their interests. 
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German Foundations in Ukraine.

48 Thomas, Adam, Lingelbach, Gabriele, The Place of Foundations and Endowments in German History: A Historical-
Statistical Approach, http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.1020.9512&rep=rep1&type=pdf. 

49 Bundesverband Deutscher Stigtunger. Statistiken, https://www.sti¢ungen.org/sti¢ungen/zahlen-und-daten/statistiken.html.
50 An Overview of Philanthropy in Europe, Observatoire de la Fondation de France / CERPhi, 2015
51 Mohr, Alexander. The German Political Foundations As Actors in Democracy Assistance. Universal-Publishers, 2010. – p. 36.  

Analytical Report

Also there were a number of specialized funds working on solving comparatively narrow problems in Ukraine 
such as providing support to AIDS patients, the protection of rights of vulnerable children, etc. Although they 
provided relatively small amounts of money, they were likely to be important sources of funding for some of 
the stakeholders. Aditionally, significant funding was allocated for religious and humanitarian activities in 
Ukraine: support of activities of religious communities, missionary work, social work of religious 
communities, religious education, support of socially vulnerable representatives of national minorities, etc. 
Exceptions to the rule were grants to control the tobacco industry, funded by the Bloomberg Foundation. The 
grants were issued to support the implementation of specific legislative decisions and (probably) in the 
amount that exceeded grants allocated for similar work of other specialized initiatives in Ukraine. Very 
unusual was the lack of information on the amount of funding allocated to such initiatives.

48In Germany, the history of charitable activities extends back for centuries , while the European charity sector 
has been actively developed over only several recent decades. It is Germany, who has the largest number of 
different foundations in Europe – 22.3 thousand, 95% of which are engaged in charitable activities. By 
comparison, there were only around 10,000 foundations in 1990. Today, the expenses of all German 

49foundations amounts to 68 billion euros . Therefore, German foundations account for a third of the total 
50donors from all European charity funds . It is German foundations that are a great example of the 

concentration of capital out of all European funds. For example, the Robert Bosch Foundation (with assets 
over 5 billion euros) accounts for more than 7% of the total assets of all German foundations. 
The active efforts of German foundations (private, corporate, quasi-governmental, political party 
foundations, etc.) complement the international aid of Germany. Given the number and volume of capital, it is 
German foundations that are ones of the most active abroad, especially in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Therefore, they deserve primary attention in the context of the analysis of operations of foreign foundations in 
Ukraine. 

Political Foundations

German Political Party Foundations. History and General Description

German ('party') political foundations are a special type of foundations, given that they are legally 
independent organizations that, however, have close personal and ideological links with parent parties (see 
Figure 1.) and receive financial support from the government. Political foundations operate at federal and 
regional levels. In particular, there are already seven party foundations (six active foundations and one newly-
established foundation) at the national level in Germany, with dozens of structures in federal lands. 
It should be noted that German foundations are not 'foundations' in the legal sense, although they use this 
term in their names. Actually, only the name of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation fully corresponds to its 

51legal status. Other political foundations are actually registered as associations.



23

Table 2. German Political Foundations
Name Year

of
establishment 

Number
of countries
of presence
(number of offices)

Representative
Office
in Ukraine

Relevant political party

Konrad Adenauer Foundation
(Konrad Adenauer Stiftung)

1956 120+ countries
(100 offices) 

1994 Christian Democratic Union
(CDU)

Heinrich Böll Foundation
(Heinrich Böll Stiftung)

1997 2008 Green Party

1925 1993 Social Democratic Party (SPD)

1966 1992 Christian Social Union (CSU)

1958 2007 Free Democratic Party (FDP)

1990 2016 Left Party (Die Linke)

Sources: official websites of German political foundations
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Friedrich Ebert Foundation
(Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung)

Hanns Seidel Foundation
(Hanns Seidel Stiftung)

Friedrich Naumann Foundation
for Freedom Foundation
(Friedrich Naumann
Stiftung für die Freiheit)

Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
(Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung)

60 countries
(34 offices)

100+ offices

65 countries

60+ countries

25+ countries
(20 offices)

At federal level, active political foundations include the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), the Friedrich Ebert 
Stiftung (FES), the Friedrich Naumann fuer die Freiheit (FNF), the Hans Seidel Stiftung (HSS), the Heinrich 
Böll Stiftung (HBS) and the Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung (RLS). The oldest is the Friedrich Ebert Foundation 

52founded in 1925, with the Heinrich Böll Foundation being the youngest one, founded in 1997.  However, the 
number of active party foundations may increase, as the Alternative for Germany (AFG), a right-wing 
conservative party, has been working on the creation of its political foundation. After the last federal elections, 
AFG became third largest fraction (by the number of members) in the German parliament (94 deputies of 
709). Despite the ambivalent attitude of the aforementioned political force to political foundations, the 
Erasmus of Rotterdam Foundation Board (established in 2015) was elected at the party's congress in June 

532018.
The Konrad Adenauer Foundation (see Table 1) is associated with the Christian Democratic Union (CDU), a 
German conservative party, chaired by acting German Chancellor Angela Merkel. In its activities the party 
relies on the ideas of Christian democracy and liberal conservatism. Since 1949, the CDU has been in a 
coalition with the Christian-Social Union (CSU), the Bavaria-based Christian conservative party. The Hans 
Seidel Foundation is a party foundation of the CSU. The Friedrich Ebert Foundation represents the ideology 
of the Social Democratic Party, which today is the only partner of the CDU in the coalition. Other political 
foundations are associated with the Green Party (the Heinrich Böll Foundation), the Liberal Free Democratic 
Party (the Friedrich Naumann Foundation) and the Levi Socialist Party (the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation). 
Accordingly, the history of German political foundations is, in fact, a reflection of the history the German 
political parties' existence. The earliest were the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, the Friedrich Ebert 
Foundation, the Hans Seidel Foundation and the Friedrich Naumann Foundation, who represented the key 
parties of the German parliament after the Second World War. It is only after some time that other foundations 
joined, when the founding parties related with them were elected to the parliament. 
Initially, the creation of new political foundations was necessary to improve political education of Germans. 
In accordance with the constitution of Germany, it is political parties that are responsible for the shaping 
political thought, but legislation did not allow for the use of party funds for educational purposes. Therefore, it 

54was decided to establish independent organizations that would be associated with political parties.  As a 
result, today political foundations are not subject to regulation, applicable to political parties. 

54  Mohr, Alexander. ‰e German Political Foundations As Actors in Democracy Assistance. Universal-Publishers, 2010. – p. 26.  

52 Ibid, s. 23. 
53 Desiderius Erasmus Stifung, http://erasmus-stifung.de/unser-aufrag/, 

AfD erkennt Stifung von Erika Steinbach als parteinah an, 30 Juni 2018, http://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/inland/stifung-von-
erika-steinbach-gilt-jetzt-als-afd-parteinah-15668298.html. 
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55 Political Foundations. Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development. https://www.bmz.de/en/ministry/
approaches/bilateral_development_cooperation/players/political_foundations/index.html. 

56 Mohr, Alexander. The German Political Foundations As Actors in Democracy Assistance. Universal-Publishers, 2010. – p. 18-19.  
57 Dakowska, Dorota. “German Political Foundations: Transnational party go-betweens in the process of EU enlargement.”, 

https://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/halshs-00266910/document. 
58 Ibid.
59 Ibid.
60 Annual reports of German political foundations.
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The activities of party foundations little by little led them outside of Germany. Today , German political 
foundations implement their programs on four levels: individual level (citizens), public level (civil society 
organizations), governmental level (the Government and the Parliament of Germany), and international 
level. When it comes to their activities outside Germany, the foundations declared a joint mission, which is to 

55support the establishment of democracy and civil society.  This mission is realizing through a set of measures 
that should help third worlds countries build their own democratic institutions, support political pluralism 
and freedom of speech, protect human rights and the rule of law. Such activities of the political foundations 

56should also ensure good relations between Germany and foreign countries.
According to the experts, activities of German political foundations primarily reflect the official priorities of 
the German foreign policy. However, ideological preferences of certain political parties are also embodied in 
their activities. German foundations have certain traditional areas of activity that are related to their political 
views. For example, the liberal Friedrich Naumann Foundation traditionally takes care of human rights and 
the economy, while the Heinrich Böll Foundation pays great attention to the environment and gender-related 
issues. In addition, the activities of political foundations have specific regional aspects. For example, the 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation is active in Latin America, where, in particular, it established relations with 

57local social democrats.
For many years, political foundations have served as an additional foreign policy instrument. The 
independent status of the foundations allowed them to support the opposition in authoritarian countries 
without violating the neutrality of Germany's own embassies. In other countries, party foundations present 
themselves primarily as private organizations. In particular, they position themselves as “independent non-

58governmental organizations”

Funding of German Political Foundations
59Thanks to party support, political foundations receive necessary funding from the budget.  On average, 

foundations are 95% funded from state funds (both from the federal government and regional 
60governments).  Money are distributed to political funds in proportion to the representation of relevant 

parties in the Bundestag, according to the results of last elections (see Figure 4) Deputies represent the 
61interests of their "own" party foundations in the Budget Committee of the Bundestag.  Only a small share of 

revenues is funded directly from private sources.

61 Dakowska, Dorota. “German Political Foundations: Transnational party go-betweens in the process of EU enlargement.”, 
https://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/halshs-00266910/document.
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64 Rosa Luxemburg Sti¢ung. Annual Report 2016, https://www.rosalux.de/šleadmin/rls_uploads/pdfs/sonst_
publikationen/Jahresbericht_2016_engl.pdf.

65 http://library.fes.de/pdf-šles/fes/03208/jb-2017.pdf. 
66 Rosa Luxemburg Sti¢ung. Annual Report 2016.
67 Raik, Kristi. Promoting Democracy ‰rough Civil Society: How to Step Up the EU’s Policy, p. 22.
68 Mohr, Alexander. ‰e German Political Foundations As Actors in Democracy Assistance. Universal-Publishers, 2010. – p.60-61. 
69 Річний звіт, 2017 р., https://www.boell.de/sites/default/šles/web_jahresbericht_2017.pdf?dimension1=division_sti¢.
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Since 1962, the Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) has been providing 
funds for the international activities of party foundations. The Ministry itself emphasizes that political 
foundations do not act on behalf of the German government, but only receive its consent and financial 

61support.  In addition, foundations are also funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of 
Education and Science, and the Ministry of the Interior of Germany. Party relations make foundations 

62independent, to a certain extent, from the influence of the donor Ministries.  For example, in 2016 the Rosa 
Luxemburg Foundation received almost 47% of is funding from BMZ, 21% from the Ministry of Internal 

63Affairs, 20% from the Ministry of Education and Research, and 11% from Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  The 
64European Union is also involved in the financing of certain projects.

In 2017, German political foundations received almost 581 million euros from the government (which is 
almost 207 million euros more than in the previous year). It should be noted that international projects 
account for about half of funding, provided by foundations (according to their own estimates, this amount can 
reach at least 290 million euros). For example, the Ebert Foundation, which is the largest in terms of funding 
provided, allocated nearly 96 million euros or 54% of the total budget to international projects. However, this 
amount may be slightly higher as the Foundation's returns do not contain information on funds, distributed 

65to German and foreign projects in such areas as educational scholarships and research.  The Rosa 
Luxembourg Foundation invests even more in foreign activities with almost 65% of funds allocated for 

65international projects and only 7% distributed to political education projects in Germany.  It should be noted 
that, in general, political foundations account for only 3% of Germany's total international development aid. 
However, according to experts, they play an important role in democratization processes, in particular in 

67Eastern Europe.
International funding is primarily provided to specific projects. About 90% of that funding is provided by 
BMZ, and another 10% is allocated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Germany. And if the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs has used to support first of all the activities of foundations in western countries, then BMZ 
provides aid to emerging economies and the countries in the post-Soviet space. The distribution of funds 
between foundations to support international projects also depends on the representation of the parties in the 

67parliament.  For example, in 2017 the Heinrich Boll Foundation received 33.5 million euros (52% of total 
revenues) for international activities, of which 26.3 million euros (78.5%) was provided by BMZ, 5.5 million 
euros (16.4%) was received from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and another 1.4 million euros (4.2%) was 

69received from the EU. 

62 Political Foundations. Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development. https://www.bmz.de/en/ministry/
approaches/bilateral_development_cooperation/players/political_foundations/index.html.

63 Dakowska, Dorota. “German Political Foundations: Transnational party go-betweens in the process of EU enlargement.”, 
https://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/halshs-00266910/document.
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Figure 3. Allocation of budget funds between party foundations in 2017 (EUR m)

Source: 
https://www.welt.de/newsticker/dpa_nt/infoline_nt/brennpunkte_nt/article173428521/Parteinahe-

Stiftungen-erhalten-2017-gut-581-Millionen-Euro.html 

70 Funding. Konrad Adenauer Sti¢ung, http://www.kas.de/wf/en/71.3712/. 
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It is important to emphasize that German political foundations are present in dozens of countries around the 
globe. Technically speaking, funding allocated for international activities is therefore distributed to finance 
several hundred missions and projects abroad (see Table 2). As a result, a foundation's budget in one country 
on average can account for just a little more than 500 thousand euros. It is obvious that the amount of funding 
may depend on the priority and size of a country (the number of offices in that country). However, such 
calculations are enough to conclude that the amount of support provided to individual countries, Ukraine in 
particular, may turn out to be less than a million euros. This amount is insignificant against the backdrop of 
international technical aid that Ukraine receives today, including help from Germany.
It should be noted that today there is a lack of information necessary to thoroughly analyze the financial 
component of the activities of German foundations in Ukraine. On one hand, there is no complete public 
information (returns) on the activities of the representative offices of foundations in Ukraine. On the other 
hand, general reports of foundations do not include information on the geographic distribution of expenses 
for international projects. It should be noted that even publicly available information is presented in a 
different format, which does not always allow for equal comparisons. This could be due to the fact that there 
are no legislative requirements in Germany regarding the mandatory disclosure of results of the activities of 

70political foundations. 
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Representative Offices of German Political Foundations in Ukraine

71 Raik, Kristi. Promoting Democracy ‰rough Civil Society: How to Step Up the EU’s Policy, p. 23. 
72 Dakowska, Dorota. “German Political Foundations: Transnational party go-betweens in the process of EU enlargement.”, 

https://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/halshs-00266910/document.

After the fall of the Berlin Wall and the end of the Cold War, German political foundations intensified their 
71operations in Eastern Europe.  With their support, a network of independent non-governmental 

organizations, research institutions, professional associations and educational institutions was developed. For 
example, in Poland, the Adenauer Foundation supported the creation and development of several European 
educational centers at universities, a number of research centers and the Robert Schumann Foundation in 
Poland. Such approach allows to get information about the economic and social situation in the country and 

72establishing contacts with experts who can potentially become politicians.
Legislation of Central and Eastern Europe usually prohibits direct foreign financial support of political parties 
and their electoral campaigns. In this area, the activities of German foundations were primarily aimed at 
developing professional skills of politicians and representatives of civil society. In addition, foundations 
implemented educational programs aimed at party youth training. These and other measures allowed 
German foundations to establish an active and stable political dialogue in Central and Eastern Europe, which, 

73in particular, is an important source of information for German diplomacy.
Ukraine also came into focus of German political foundations once the country gained independence. The 
permanent Representative Office of the Hanns Seidel Foundation to Ukraine was launched as early as in 

74August 1992 (third after Budapest and Prague).  The representative offices of the Ebert and Adenauer 
Foundations have been operating in Ukraine since 1993 and 1994, respectively. However, the activities of 
other foundations were coordinated through the offices in neighboring countries. In particular, the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation operated in Ukraine and Belarus through its office in Warsaw. Similarly, the Böhl 
Foundation managed its activities in Ukraine through an office in Warsaw. Finally, the activities of the Rosa 

75Luxemburg Foundation were coordinated through the Moscow office until recently. 
Shortly after the Orange Revolution, the Naumann Foundation intensified its activities in Ukraine. In 
particular, in 2007 the Kyiv office of the foundation was opened (and, since 2009, it's sphere of influence 
includes Belarus). In February 2008, an office of the Heinrich Böll Foundation was launched in the capital of 
Ukraine. The office of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation was opened in Kyiv only in 2016. Thus, Kyiv's office 
became one of the foundation's 20 international offices.
In Ukraine, the offices of German party foundations operate as offices of foreign non-governmental 

76organizations.  However, they have different status in terms of structure and geography of their work. Offices 
of certain foundations (for example, the Adenauer and Seidel Foundations) are focused on Ukraine's issues 
only. However, in some cases they may report to regional offices. For example, Ukrainian office of the 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation reports to the Regional Office in Eastern and Southeastern Europe, which is 

77located in Sofia, Bulgaria.
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80 Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung, http://rosalux.org.ua/ua/about-us. 
81 The Adenauer Foundation facebook page, https://goo.gl/DEVS8u.  

In the meantime, other foundations use Ukraine as a platform for the expansion of their operations in the 
region. In particular, the Regional Office of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation (Dialogue Eastern Europe) 

78 79operates in Kyiv.  Since 2009, the Naumann Foundation Kyiv office is responsible for Belarus.  However, 
small foundations have, to some extent, less complicated structures. The Kyiv office of the Rosa Luxemburg 
Foundation reports to the Center for International Dialogue and Cooperation, which is responsible for the 

80Foundation's international activities.
In general, this underlines the importance of Ukraine on Germany's international political map, as even those 
foundations that have a small number of permanent establishments abroad open their offices in Kyiv (see 
Table 1). For example, the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation is present only in 25 countries. In addition, the 
Adenauer Foundation has even expanded the geography of its activities in Ukraine recently. The Foundation's 

81office in Kharkiv has been operating since July 2017.

Foundations' Activities in Ukraine
In general, the activities of German party foundations in Ukraine correspond to their general priorities. 
However, the priorities of Ukrainian offices may be somewhat narrower. This happens due to traditional 
activities aligned with certain interests of foundations in the region or the needs of Ukraine. Certain priorities 
about the types of activities in Ukraine are shared by all six foundations, although they are presented in 
accordance with the ideology of a relevant party. For example, each party foundation in certain way takes care 
of human rights issues (LGBT rights, gender equality, etc.). Others are unique for the ideology of their party. 
(See Annex 2 (Priorities of German Foundations)
Public activities are incidental to all German foundations. In particular, they hold conferences, public 
discussions or lectures. The improvement of political education is achieved through the organization of 

82seminars, workshops or simulation games.  Foundations set up their own partner networks, which are 
necessary to attain their own goals. In particular, foundations provide financing to the projects implemented 
in Ukraine. However, information on the activities of the funds is fragmentary and insufficiently detailed. As 
it was mentioned above, German party foundations do not disclose information on international activity by 
country. Moreover, representative offices of German foundations do not publish annual reports, which makes 
it impossible to analyze an exhaustive list of projects, information on funding, etc. In addition, necessary 
information is not always available on the websites of partners that implement their projects.
The Konrad Adenauer Foundation, which is the most powerful political foundation today (by the extent of 
funding and the number of countries covered), has implemented over 500 projects in Ukraine since 1994. All 
of them were aimed primarily at strengthening of civil society and democracy, development of independent 
media and consolidation of democratic institutions. Special attention was traditionally given to the support of 

83political parties and youth organizations (young politicians and talented students).  Because of this, the 
Foundation established a broad partnership network (See Partners of German Foundations). It should be 
noted that the Foundation promptly responds to new challenges that arise from changes in Ukraine. In 
particular, since 2014, the Foundation supports measures taken to highlight the resolution of military conflict 
in the East (together with the Academy of Ukrainian Press and the Ukrainian Center for Independent Political 

84Research). 

78 FFriedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Dialogue Eastern Europe, http://fes-dee.org/n/cms/42/?L=1. 
79 The Friedrich Naumann Foundation. Ukraine and Belarus,, https://ukrajina.fnst.org/.
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The Adenauer Foundation also supports initiatives related to the European integration of Ukraine. For 
example, the foundation supports the implementation of certain projects of the Ukrainian Center for 

85European Policy (UCEP), an independent think-tank established in 2015.  According to the official returns 
of the UCEP, the organization received almost 490 thousand hryvnas from the Foundation in 2016-2017. In 
particular, the Foundation was a donor of the project, entitled “Ukraine's Implementation of the EU 
Association Agreement as of November 1, 2016” and supported the project entitled  “Analytical Support of 
and Advocacy For Sectoral Reforms for the Implementation of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement and 

86Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area.”  In the context of this example, it should be noted that other 
partners of the Foundation generally do not have public reports that would allow a more accurate assessment 
Ukrainian projects funding. 
The security issue was included in the agenda of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation in Ukraine with the 
commencement of the Russian aggression. Although the issue of peace in Europe and the World has 
traditionally been on the agenda of the fund`s activities. In particular, German social democrats took part in 
the development of the fundamental operational principles of the OSCE. The Foundation therefore decided 
to have Ukraine involved in the discussion of issues of the Common European security and to make its own 
contribution to the debate about reference points for Ukraine's foreign policy. Consequently, the work 
performed in this area fitted into a broader activities of the Foundation. The foundation's recent reports show 
that the issue of security was still at the center of public attention in 2014-2017 because of conflicts in Syria, 

87Iraq and Ukraine.  Accordingly, this intensified the involvement of the foundation in solving of the problem.
Accordingly, the principal activities of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, which has been operating in Ukraine 
for the past quarter of a century, are largely in line with its general priorities. In particular, the Foundation's 
activities in Ukraine include:
- Reduction in social inequality 
- Sustainable economic policy
- Strengthening the rule-of-law state

88- The principle of cooperative security in Europe
For example, in 2017 the Ebert Foundation supported a project to study youth sentiments in Ukraine. The 

89project was implemented by the New Europe Center together with the Foundation and GfK Ukraine.  In 
2017, the New Europe Center received from the Ebert Foundation about 454 thousand hryvnas

90(14,665 euros), which accounted for more than a quarter of all financial revenues.  Again, this is one of few 
projects supported by political foundations in respect of which funding data are available.
The Hanns Seidel Foundation, which has the longest records of operation in Ukraine, stands out from 
German foundations. In 1992-2017, the Representative Office of the Hanns Seidel Foundation in Ukraine 
held more than 3,500 events (both in the country and abroad) attended by almost 100 thousand 

91representatives of government and local authorities, law enforcement agencies and civil society.  In the period 
from 2012 to 2017, it held about 500 events for 10 thousand participants and issued dozen learning and 
methodological aids. Thus, the Foundation together with partner organizations conducts more than
100 events each year.

85 About us. Ukrainian Center for European Policy,  http://ucep.org.ua/pro-nas. 
86 Public Reports of the Ukrainian Center for European Policy for 2016-2017, http://ucep.org.ua/wp-content/

uploads/2016/04/Publichnyj_zvit_2016.pdf, http://ucep.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Public_report_2017.pdf. 
87 Annual reports of the Foundation.
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Such results correspond to the main priorities of the representative office of the Hanns Seidel Foundation in 
Ukraine, including:
- Development of civil society
- Governance and decentralization 
- Internal security
In general, these areas of activity only partly reflect the main priorities of the Foundation's global activities, 
which may be due to its orientation towards the needs of Ukraine, according to the assessment of donors.
The Friedrich Naumann Foundation started its activities in Ukraine after the Orange Revolution. In 
particular, the Kyiv office of the Foundation was opened in Ukraine in 2007. Subsequently, its activities spread 
to Belarus. As a result, these five areas of activities were designated for the two countries: 
- Strengthening intraparty democracy and organizational structure of political parties and youth associations
- Promotion of local self-governance and citizen-oriented municipal policy
- Fighting Corruption
- Modernizing state policy on development of small and medium businesses

92- Supporting freedom of media and raising professional standards of coverage of events 
The Foundation positions itself as a catalyst for dialogue both between civil society and the government and 
within civil society itself. For this purpose, a number of projects have been implemented with the support of 
the Foundation over the past few years, although the list of such projects cannot be found on the Ukrainian 
office website. In particular, unlike most other political foundations, the Naumann Foundation also pays 
considerable attention to the problems of economic development, in particular, to the policy of supporting 

93entrepreneurship.
The Friedrich Naumann Foundation is also actively involved in addressing “traditional” issues, including the 
development of intra-party democracy. Initially, the Foundation cooperated with the youth wings of “Nasha 

94Ukraina” and “Batkivshchyna” political parties, as well as “Reformy and Poriadok” and “PORA”  political 
parties. Today, in this context, the project entitled “Activation of Local Organizations of the Syla Liudei” is 
worth noting. It was implemented by the Training Center of the “Syla Liudei” political party with the support 
of the Ukrainian Representative Office of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation. As a part of this project, 
funding was actually provided to enhance the activities and build up the human capacity of the party. For 

95example, a training entitled “Development of the Team of Trainers of the Syla Liudei”  was held in 2016. In 
2017, with the support of the Foundation the political party held five thematic meetings and 14 regional 
discussions to ensure the development of a new political program of the party, and developed a 

96communication product. 

92 Foundation's website, https://ukrajina.fnst.org/.
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The Heinrich Boll Foundation in Ukraine is involved in traditional for “Green party” activities: promotion of 
democracy and development of civil society; gender issues and women's rights; environment, climate and 
energy. For the Foundation, development of democracy is one of the key issues in Eastern and Central Europe. 
Accordingly, the Boll Foundation has declared its own program “Supporting Democracy in Ukraine” to be a 
priority in Ukraine. As part of this program, the following priority themes were determined for 2017: critical 
rethinking of modern history, public activity in urban development, analysis of current socio-political 

97situation in Ukraine from a progressive liberalism standpoint.
The Foundation attributes gender and environment-related activities to the needs of Ukraine. In particular, 
Ukraine is one of TOP-20 nations with the largest greenhouse gas emissions, and the development of the 
energy sector is one of the priorities. In this regard, the Foundation finds it necessary to provide support to 
those actors (for example, environmental NGOs), which are working on solving energy problems and 
establishing a constructive dialogue with the authorities. However, in real life, the Foundation's activities in 
this area are insignificant. In 2016-2017, the fund supported the School of climate and renewable energy, 
organized by Ukrainian Youth Meteorological Association, a non-governmental organization, in cooperation 
with 350.org, an international non-governmental organization. In particular, 20 representatives of NGOs 

98took part in the work of school in 2017. 
In addition, an analytical review “Green Political Discourse in Germany and Ukraine” was prepared and 

99published with the support of the Foundation in 2018.  The work was performed by the commission of the 
100Green Energy of Change, an interfractional group of the Parliament members created in February 2017.  The 

group includes 22 Parliament members, who declare that the green program component is almost absent in 
the political programs of Ukrainian political parties, although it should be on the political agenda.
Therefore, support of the initiative of the Ukrainian parliamentarians is fully in line with the Foundation's 
own priorities.
The Boll Foundation attributes the importance of the Gender Democracy program to the presence of religious 
conservatism in Ukraine. Additionally, according to the Foundation, the military conflict in the East of 
Ukraine has a negative impact on gender issues because it allegedly reinforces the “traditional” roles of men 

101and women, and also drives LGBT issues out of public discourse.  Accordingly, the Foundation continues to 
support civic organizations that address the issue of gender democracy in Ukraine. In particular, thematic 
priorities of the program (as set in 2015) include the popularization of gender issues and feminist rhetoric, 
gender aspects of the military conflict in the East of Ukraine, support and development of gender themes in 

102the academic environment, and popularization of positive visibility of LGBT issues in the Ukrainian  public 
discourse. For example, a Gender Educational Experiment, the declared goal of which was to create a learning 

103space without gender stereotypes, has been implemented in eight schools of the Kharkiv region since 2015.

97 See https://ua.boell.org/uk/categories/energy, 
https://ua.boell.org/uk/categories/climate-and-energetics. 

98 See https://ua.boell.org/uk/2017/11/01/vidbulas-shkola-kampeyningu-u-sferi-zmini-klimatu-ta-vidnovlyuvanoyi-
energetiki. 

99 See https://ua.boell.org/sites/default/šles/zelenyi_dyskurs_v_programah_partii_1.pdf. 
100 See http://grushevskogo5.com/verhovnaya_rada/u-vr-stvoreno-nove-mizhfraktsiyne-deputatske-ob-dnannya/. 
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The Rosa Luxemburg Foundation stands apart from other German political foundations. The Foundation's 
work is primarily devoted to political education. The areas of the Foundation's activities (both globally and in 
Ukraine) reflect their party's left-wing ideology. In particular, the Foundation proclaims of the following areas 
of activity: 
- Supporting blue collar workers, women, Roma and LGBT groups
- Supporting development of alternative political models, directed against 'neoliberal hegemony'
- Supporting development of critical and differentiated historical discourse. 
Until 2016, the Foundation operated in Ukraine through its Russian office. The Foundation's activities were 
subject to criticism due to a somewhat “Russia-friendly” position of the left-wing party (in particular, the 

104criticism of sanctions against Russia and visit of the party's members to Russia and Crimea).  In particular, 
the Foundation supported the international round-table discussion “Human rights in Ukraine: the current 
situation” in Moscow in November 2015. The event was organized by representatives of the former 
government dating back to the Yanukovych presidency, who currently reside in Russia.

Partners of Party Foundations in Ukraine
Today, German political foundations have an established partnership network in Ukraine, which includes 
local public organizations, think tanks, government authorities, universities, etc. In particular, the most 
successful in implementing their networks proved to be the foundations that have been active in Ukraine since 
the 1990s. For example, the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, which opened its office in Kyiv in 1994, reports on 
“a wide network of institutional partners in Ukraine”, including highest government authorities. In particular, 
the Foundation refers to cooperation with the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine and the Presidential 

105Administration.  The Hanns Seidel Foundation (present in Ukraine since 1992) reports dozens of partners, 
including the Ministry of Regional Development, Construction, Housing and Communal Services of 

106Ukraine, the Ministry of the Interior, as well as several national agencies.
Individual political foundations have a well-established partnership with regional governments. First, there 
are regional administrations and councils the Hanns Seidel Foundation cooperates with. Second, local 
governments and local self-governance authorities that are, too, involved in cooperation. In particular, local 
self-governance is one of the priorities of the Seidel Foundation. In the meantime, the Adenauer Foundation 
has the opportunity to expand its partnership network in the regions through the Municipal Partnership in 
Regions Project. As of today, there are 52 partnerships between Ukrainian and German cities and 
communities. Local development in Ukraine is supported on behalf of the Federal Ministry of Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) through the Servicetelle Kommunen in der Einen Welt project 
(SKEW). The Adenauer Foundation provides funding to three regional coordinators, which advise on good 

107partner cities in Ukraine and supervise the development of their cooperation with German partners.
German political foundations actively co-operate with civil society in Ukraine, including independent think 
tanks. For example, the Institute for Euro-Atlantic Cooperation, the Ukrainian Center for Independent 
Political Research, and the Ukrainian Center for European Policy were all partners of the Adenauer 

108Foundation.  With the Foundation's support, these organizations conduct analytical research about bilateral 
relations between Ukraine and the EU, security policy, etc. The Seidel Foundation announced cooperation 
with the Razumkov Center and the Ukrainian Institute for International Policy, while the Ebert Foundation 
has funded one of the projects of the New Europe Center.

104 See https://goo.gl/mhX2fp.
105 See http://www.kas.de/ukraine/en/about/.
106 Foundation's partners, http://hss.kiev.ua/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=27&Itemid=23&lang=uk.
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With the support of German foundations, a number of non-governmental organizations are involved in the 
improvement of political education of citizens, primarily that of young people, which is a traditional area of 
activity of German foundations. Partners of the Adenauer Foundation in this area are the Institute for Political 
Education, the Ukrainian Institute for International Policy, the European Youth Parliament, Ukrainian 

109branch and others.  Also, the Hanns Seidel Foundation cooperates with a number of youth organizations 
110(Ukrainian Student Union, Ukrainian Youth Forum and others).

The Rosa Luxemburg Foundation's partner network looks relatively weak compared to other political 
foundations. This is due to the fact that the Foundation opened its office in Ukraine only recently (2016), and 
before that it was able to coordinate its cooperation with Ukrainian organizations only through the Moscow 
office. Secondly, there is currently no powerful left-wing political force that could promote spreading the ideas 
of the foundation in Ukraine. As of today, the Fund is looking for partners to jointly implement projects within 

111the designated areas in 2019.  The foundation currently cooperates with non-governmental organizations 
(Mnemonics Memory Policy Center, which implements the Responsibility for Memory project with the 

112support of the Foundation ), think tanks (Center for Social and Labor Studies), leftist publications (Spilne, a 
113magazine for social criticism ), and others.

Conclusions
Formally, German political foundations are independent, although they still remain an important instrument 
of German foreign policy. One should understand that German foundations are quite dependent on the 
political views of their political parties. For example, the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, representing a left-
wing party, declares a struggle against neoliberalism. On the other hand, neoliberal values are promoted by 
other German funds. 
An analysis of activities of German political foundations in Ukraine is compounded by the lack of information 
on funding by country. Necessary financial statements are absent both on websites of the foundations' offices 
and on those of their partners. In addition, there is no exhaustive information on the partners of each of the 
foundations in Ukraine. German foundations are quite active in the public space, however this activity does 
not always correspond to the amount of funding provided to projects.
Private German Foundations
Private foundations, just like political ones, play an important role in establishing bilateral relationships 
between Germany and other countries. The German Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development 
traditionally works with private foundations. In particular, the Ministry cooperated with 60 (47 out of them 

114German)  private and corporate foundations over the period from 2005 to 2013. In some areas (for example, 
education and science), they complement the activities of political and governmental foundations. In 
addition, there are private capital foundations that have been created with the government's support.
It should be noted that Ukraine to a large extent remains beyond the main focus of most private 
philanthropists in Germany. Private foundations (including those financed by private companies) allocate 
funds primarily for the development of education and research. Most private foundations provide 
scholarships and grants to Ukrainian students and scientists as part of support provided in science and 
education. However, such support does not necessarily have a clearly defined geographic direction. Moreover, 
foundations' returns do not present any distribution of funds by country. In addition, private capital 
foundations lag behind a number of academic and research foundations that also provide funding to research 
activities and scholarships to thousands of Ukrainian students. 

109 See http://www.kas.de/ukraine/en/about/.
110 Foundation's partners, http://hss.kiev.ua/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=27&Itemid=23&lang=uk.
111 Project applications. Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, http://rosalux.org.ua/ua/applications-for-projects.
112 See https://zolrvo.gov.ua/news/19-02-35-15-10-2017/.
113 See https://commons.com.ua/uk/.
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Box 4. Memory, Responsibility and Future Foundation
Particular attention should also be given to the Memory, Responsibility and Future Foundation created in 
August 2000. In legal terms, the Foundation is a public organization that was supposed to provide financial 
compensation for former forced laborers, who were taken to Germany as well as other victims of the national 
socialism during the Second World War. However, the foundation was created with the participation of 
private capital — donations from about 6,500 German companies for a total of 10 billion deutsche marks

115(5.2 billion euros).  In fact, the foundation completed the payment of compensations to forced labor workers 
as early as in 2007. However, the institution continued its work with the support of international humanitarian 

116and educational projects.  The foundation's priority activities include: critical assessment of history, support 
for human rights, and support for victims of the national socialism.

The Volkswagen Foundation
The Volkswagen Foundation is an example of the independent foundation, created by the government. Today, 
this is the largest private non-profit organization that works in spheres of science and technology. Despite the 
name, the Volkswagen Foundation does not belong to the same-name car manufacturer, although their 
history is interconnected. After the Second World War, the German government was resolving the issue of 
ownership of the Volkswagen Company. As a result, 60% of the company's shares were transferred to private 
owners, while the Federal Government of Germany and the federal land of Lower Saxony received 20% of the 
shares each. The federal government and the government of Lower Saxony contributed the proceeds from the 
sale of the shares and dividends to the newly-established foundation. Today the foundation's assets exceed 3 
billion euros. The Foundation's investment portfolio is diversified to minimize risks. In particular, the 
Foundation invests in companies and real estate. As a result, the Foundation is economically independent and 

117autonomous, when it comes to the decision-making.  Its earnings allow the Foundation to regularly support 
and increase the financing of science. Since 1962, the Foundation has provided over 30,000 grants worth 
almost 4.75 billion euros.
Today, Volkswagen Foundation returns are publicly available only for the period until 2017. Unlike other 
public reports of German foundations, these contain more detailed information on funds allocated to 
individual projects, which allows for a clearer understanding of the foundation's priorities in Ukraine. In 
particular, they show that over the past 10 years Ukraine was only partially within the sphere of interest of the 
foundation. Until 2014, there are no records of projects aimed specifically at supporting Ukrainian science. 
The situation has changed since with the Russian aggression against Ukraine, when the Foundation decided 
to use its traditional instruments of scientific support for the settlement of the conflict. The Foundation has 
had long records of joint implementation of projects by German and Eastern European (including Russian) 
scientists. Therefore, the project entitled “Trilateral Partnerships – Cooperation between Scholars and 
Scientists from Ukraine, Russia and Germany” was launched in 2014. According to the project description, 
the foundation aimed at “strengthening cross-border cooperation between scientists, researchers and 

118academic institutions from all countries involved in the conflict”.   Researchers from all fields of science were 
welcome to join the project. The amount of funding was limited to 250 thosand euros and was subject to equal 

119distribution among partners in three countries.

115 About the Foundation, https://www.sti¢ung-evz.de/rus/o-nas.html.
116 See https://goo.gl/7eyUCv. 
117 See https://www.volkswagensti¢ung.de/en/foundation/assets. 
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124 See https://www.bosch-sti¢ung.de/sites/default/šles/publications/pdf_import/RBS_Bericht_2016.pdf,
https://www.bosch-sti¢ung.de/sites/default/šles/publications/pdf/2018-08/RBS_Taetigkeitsbericht_2017.PDF. 
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Given the intensification of the Russian aggression against Ukraine, such a project raised negative reaction of 
the Ukrainian party. In particular, the Ministry of Education of Ukraine pointed out the inadmissibility of 
conducting such a trilateral project competition. The Ministry called on the foundation to help universities 
and research institutions that were evacuated from the occupied territories (as part of a trilateral scheme “a 
German institution – a Ukrainian institution – an evacuated Ukrainian institution”). There were also hopes 

120that Ukrainian scientists would boycott the announced competition for obvious reasons.  However, the 
Volkswagen Foundation did not change its plans and continued with the project. Foundation Chair Wilhelm 

121Krull said that his organization was primarily interested in “scientific exchange in the future”.
Eventually, the project took place. According to the reports, Ukrainian scientists actively participated in the 
Folkswagen Foundation Trilateral Competition. In 2015-2016, the Foundation received 215 joint applications 

122for a total of nearly 50 million dollars. 39 applications for a total of 8.8 million euros were approved.  Given 
that the funds were actually distributed equally, the representatives of Ukraine could receive almost 3 million 
euros (90 million hryvnas at the exchange ratevas of August 1, 2018), which is, for example, three times as 

123much as budget expenditures for research in the Kyiv Polytechnic Institute.  This figure feels especially vast 
given that support for international initiatives is only one of the areas of activities of the Volkswagen 
Foundation. Funds are primarily directed to projects within Germany, in particular in Lower Saxony. In 2015, 
foreign projects accounted for 22.6 million euros (almost 10% of the total allocations), while in 2016 they 
received 14.8 million euros (14.2%). Thus, the trilateral competition received 23.5% of the total allocations for 
the international activities of the Volkswagen Foundation in 2015-2016. The Ukrainian party could 
theoretically receive almost 8% of the funding.
Therefore, the Volkswagen Foundation provided significant support to the representatives of Ukrainian 
science in 2015-2016. However, the analyzed project was only an isolated case during the last years of the 
foundation's activities. In addition, it was short-lived, unlike other international projects implemented by the 
Foundation in the post-Soviet nations. For example, one of the projects, designed for Central Asia and the 
Caucasus, has been going on for almost 20 years.

The Robert Bosch Foundation
The Robert Bosch Foundation is a different type of private foundations. Today, it is one of the largest 
organizations in Europe that are related to private companies. The foundation was created in 1964 by the 
descendants of Robert Bosch, the founder of Robert Bosch GmbH, who directed in his will that the company's 
profits should be used for charity. Accordingly, the foundation owns 92% of the company's shares, and 
allocates money, received in dividends (126.8 million euros in 2016 and 123 million euros in 2017) to projects 
in five areas (education, society, health, international relations, science and research) on all continents. Today 

124the Robert Bosch Foundation's assets exceed 5 billion euros. 

123 See https://cedos.org.ua/uk/articles/biudzhet-osvity-ta-nauky-2018-shcho-pryiniav-parlament.

120 See https://life.pravda.com.ua/society/2015/01/30/188692/.
121 See https://goo.gl/5YqBp9. 
122 List of the Foundation's projects, http://portal.volkswagensti¢ung.de/search/search.do?search=_&sort=title_

sort&sortDirection=&page=0, 
Annual returns of the Foundation, https://www.volkswagensti¢ung.de/sites/default/šles/downloads/VolkswagenStifung_
Jahresbericht_2015_01.pdf
https://www.volkswagenstifung.de/sites/default/šles/downloads/Jahresbericht_2016_VolkswagenStifung_01.pdf. 
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For many years, Europe has been a key region for the Robert Bosch Foundation. Initially, the Foundation was 
primarily focused on establishing relations with France and Poland. However, later geographical activity of 
the Foundation in Europe expanded. The Foundation supported a number of projects that facilitate the 
establishment and development of contacts between the representatives of civil society from different 
countries, including through youth exchange programs. The experience of settling conflicts through 
international cultural exchange was used for such regions as the South Caucasus and the Balkans. With the 
commencement of the Russian aggression, the Bosch Foundation also has been making efforts to put an end 
to the conflict in Ukraine.
In Ukraine, the Robert Bosch Foundation is present in three key areas: international education, mediation 
and international cultural exchange. In these areas, the foundation supports (including in cooperation with 
other organizations) four projects: Ukraine Calling, Round Tables for Dialog Facilitation in Ukraine, MEET 

125UP! German-Ukrainian Youth Encounters, and The School of Kyiv.  In fact, these projects were launched 
after the commencement of the Russian aggression. This is evidenced, in particular, by the thematic focus of 
individual initiatives.
Some of the projects supported by the Robert Bosch Foundation are aimed at increasing mutual awareness of 
Ukrainian and German societies. In particular, Ukraine Calling project was primarily dedicated to the 
professional development of German politicians, journalists, economists and other professionals, who want 
to deepen their knowledge of Ukraine. The project provides for interdisciplinary and inter-sectoral exchanges 
of representatives of Ukrainian and German societies. The project should have therefore become a platform 
for cooperation between Ukraine and Germany. The participation of Ukrainian party has two aspects: 
expanding its own competence and helping German party expand their competence in Ukrainian affairs.
It should be noted that the project is being implemented by European University Viadrina in cooperation with 
the Robert Bosch Foundation and the Deutsche Assoziation der Ukrainisten (the German Association of 
Ukrainians). The project started in 2016. Since then, Ukrainian and German experts established cooperation 
in few areas, including politics, media, economics, culture, civil society, and education. In practice, such 
cooperation was implemented through international exchange, cooperation between Ukrainian and German 
institutions (for example, libraries), etc.
The Robert Bosch Foundation, together with the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs, supports the MEET 
UP! German-Ukrainian Youth Encounters project, funded through the Memory, Responsibility and Future 
Foundation. This program complements the efforts of Ukraine Calling project to intensify cooperation 
between Ukraine and Germany. 
Taking into account a war in Eastern Ukraine (on the Foundation's website “brutal conflict in the East of 
Ukraine”) and struggles in other post-Soviet countries, the Robert Bosch Foundation supported a conflict 
resolution project “Round Tables for Dialog Facilitation in Ukraine”. The project includes the cooperation of 
Ukrainian and international researchers, conflict resolution specialists and civil society representatives, who 
work out recommendations for a strategy of establishing a dialogue in Ukraine and other post-Soviet 

126countries.  It is expected that such experience will be used to resolve conflicts in other countries, which is in 
line with the main priorities of the foundation's activities.
The project started in 2016 and is being implemented by the Center for Peace Mediation of the European 
University Viadrina, which is already a partner of the Foundation in Ukraine Calling project. Round tables 
were already held in Frankfurt (Oder) in 2016 and in Kyiv in 2017 and were attended by 20 to 25 experts.The 
project started in 2016 and is being implemented by the Center for Peace Mediation of the European 
University Viadrina, which is already a partner of the Foundation in Ukraine Calling project. Round tables 

127 were already held in Frankfurt (Oder) in 2016 and in Kyiv in 2017 and were attended by 20 to 25 experts.
However, there is no available data on the project financing 7 However, there is no available data on the project 
financing.

125 Foundation's website, https://www.bosch-stifung.de/en.
126 See https://www.bosch-stifung.de/en/project/round-tables-dialog-facilitation-ukraine/details.
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In 2015, the Robert Bosch Foundation supported the two-year School of Kyiv project, which was supposed to 
become a platform for the dissemination of information about, and the shaping the understanding of, current 
political and social problems in Ukraine and Europe. The main instrument for the attainment of this goal was 
the organization of art events. As a part of the project, an international exhibition of art works of about 100 
Ukrainian and foreign artists, working within the field of social problems, was held in Kyiv from September 8 
to November 1, 2015.
It should be noted that for this project, the Foundation was supported by a number of partners, in particular 
the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the ERSTE Foundation, the Federal Cultural Foundation of 
Germany, the Open Society Foundation, and the Basis.Kultur.Wien Initiative (part of the SHIFT program 

128supporting innovative art).
Finally, since 2011 the Robert Bosch Foundation has supported the activity of the Black Sea Fund for Regional 

129Cooperation, which was founded by the Marshall German Fund.  In particular, the Bosch Foundation has 
been co-funding the “Strengthening the Trust” initiative. The project is aimed at supporting civil society in 

130South Caucasus countries and their neighbors. From 2015, Ukraine is also on the list of target countries.  In 
previous years, the maximum amount of a grant was 23 thousand hryvnas. The foundation's priority areas 
include: civic education and active citizenship, historical reconciliation experience, the role of media in 
overcoming hardships, foreign initiatives for the youth, art and cultural work that stimulates reconciliation 
and peaceful life. The list of winners of grant competitions of the “Strengthening the Trust” initiative is not 
publicly available. 

Examples of Activities of Other Foundations
The activities of other well-known private foundations (both independent and related to private companies) 
in Ukraine have been also focused primarily onscience in the recent years. Organizations such as the 
Boehringer Ingelheim Foundation, the Fritz Thyssen Foundation, or the Daimler-Benz Foundation primarily 
support young scholars from all over the world. So Ukrainian researchers can also take part in scholarship 
competitions. However, there are no specialized competitions, projects or programs for researchers from 
Ukraine. In addition, there is no detailed information about the number of applications submitted and 
approved, as well as the amount of funding provided for each country.
For example, one can consider the Hertie Foundation, a charity created in the 1970s by the owner of the same-
name network of department stores. Today, it is one of Germany's largest private foundations with the annual 

131funding from 20 million euros to 25 million euros.  The focus of the Foundation activity is primarily focused 
on neurological research and development of democracy. In Ukraine, the Foundation supports the 
International Youth Debate (Jugend debattiert international), an international competition of speakers from 
Central and Eastern Europe (held in German language). This is an educational project that encourages 
students to learn German and express their opinions, including political ones, in a convincing way. The 
Foundation, therefore, has involved Ukrainian parcipants in a wider regional project. It should be noted that 
the project is organized with the support of a number of partners such as the Goethe Institute, the Central 
Office for German Schools Abroad, and the Memory, Responsibility and Future Foundation. From 2013, the 

132project has been supported by the Klitschko Foundation on Ukrainian side.  Again, there is no publicly 
available information about the project's financing.

128 See https://www.bosch-sti¢ung.de/en/project/school-kyiv. 
129 See http://www.gmfus.org/program/black-sea-trust-regional-cooperation. 
130 Seehttps://gurt.org.ua/news/grants/26561/. 
131 Foundation's website, https://www.ghst.de/en/.
132 The Klitschko Foundation is a Ukrainian charitable organization founded by Vitaliy and Volodymyr Klichko in 2003.
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Finally, small German funds are implementing occasional initiatives in Ukraine. For example, Ukrainian 
non-governmental organizations receive support from the Filia Women's Foundation. The foundation was 
established in 2001. Central, Southern and Eastern Europe have remained the key regions for the Foundation 
over the past years. In 2011-2017, the countries from this region have accounted on average for 60% of the 
Foundation's total allocations. The Foundation's strategic plan for 2017-2021 allocates at least 50% of the total 
funding to projects in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Ukrainian organizations began receivig aid from women doundation «Filia» only in 2015. Given the lack of 
detailed information on the distribution of funding by country, it is impossible to accurately assess the 
Foundation's support allocated to Ukraine in general. However, available data suggest that supported projects 
received on average 11.5 thousand euros to 26.3 thousand euros from the Foundation in 2015-2017. In 2015, 
the Filia Foundation launched a three-year partnership with the Ukrainian Women's Foundation, which 
became one of the major beneficiaries. According to the financial statements of the UWF, the Filia Foundation 
provided almost 102 thousand dollars in 2015-2017: 22.7 thousand dollars in 2015; 18 thousand dollars in 
2016; and 61 thousand dollars in 2017. So the volume of the UWF`s support were only somewhat more than 

13310% of the total allocation of the Filia Foundation in the abovementioned period.
(More about UWF in Box 6)

Box 5. German Academic Foundations
The activities of private capital foundations in the field of science and education are complementary to the 
efforts, made by German academic foundations, which are an important instrument to support students and 
scholars both in Germany and abroad. In particular, special attention should be brought to the German 
Academic Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst, DAAD), the association of German 
universities and student organizations. Today, DAAD is the largest organization that supports the 
international exchanges of students and scholars. In 2017, DAAD expenditure was 522 million euros. More 
than 90% of funds are provided by federal ministries (the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (36%), the Ministry of 
Education and Research (26%), and the Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (10%)), and 

134the EU (21%). Other donors include private companies and funds.
DAAD's Information Center is present in Ukraine since 1998. The Center's tasks include: providing 
information about and advising the German higher education system, organization and management of 
scholarship competitions, supporting inter-university partnerships, cooperation with the German embassy 
and other offices of German educational organizations. Four academic cooperation support programs are 
active in Ukraine: Eastern Partnerships, Inter-University Professional Partnerships with Emergent Countries, 
German Speaking Inter-Institutional Partnership (GIP), and German Speaking Programs (DSG). These 
programs allow nearly 9,000 Ukrainian students to study annually in Germany, of whom 1,500 to 2,000 

135students receive DAAD scholarship.  For example, in 2017 DAAD granted 1,659 scholarships to Ukrainian 
citizens, which is 2.6% of the total number and 19% of the number of scholarships designated for the Eastern 

136Europe, Central Asia, and Caucasus region.

133 Annual returns of the Filia Foundation, https://www.šlia-frauensti¢ung.de/šleadmin/_migrated/content_uploads/2015_
Geschaefsbericht.pdf, https://www.šlia-frauenstifung.de/šleadmin/user_upload/NEU2017/dezember2017/2016_
Geschaefsbericht.pdf, https://www.šlia-frauenstifung.de/šleadmin/user_upload/2018/aktuelles_logos/2017_Geschaefsbericht.
pdf, Annual returns of the Ukrainian Women's Fund, https://www.uwf.org.ua/reports.  

134 See https://www.daad.de/der-daad/zahlen-und-fakten/en/30736-budget-and-funding-bodies/. 
135 See http://academy.gov.ua/pages/dop/36/šles/76a1ba0f-f546-4c7c-b25f-78a918707d3a.pdf, 

The DAAD scholarship programs for Ukraine in 2015/2016
136 See https://www.daad.de/der-daad/zahlen-und-fakten/en/29263-daad-country-statistics/.
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In 2009-2016, DAAD implemented the Support for Democracy in Ukraine program. The project aim was to 
support the development of democratic society in Ukraine. The target group included students, postgrads and 
researchers. German higher education institutions (faculties, institutes) or research institutions that had well-
established partner relations in Ukraine were qualified for the contest. The program provided the support for 
educational events (seminars, lectures, conferences, etc.) in Ukraine or Germany, as well as the ability for 
Ukrainian participants to stay in Germany through various exchange mechanisms. Expense standards have 
been set to hold educational events (20 thousand euros in Ukraine or 30 thousand euros in Germany). 
However, it is unknown how much of the total funding was allocated to Ukrainian partners. For example, the 
project titled “Development of Dialogue between Banks and Civil Society in the Context of Ensuring 
Democratic Processes in Ukraine”, which was implemented as part of the “Democracy Support in Ukraine” 

137program, received 28.8 thosand euros.
In 2016, the “Democracy Support in Ukraine Program” was merged with another DAAD program – 
“Prevention of Conflicts in the South Caucasus, Central Asia and Moldova”. This resulted in the launch of a 

138new program – the “East-West Dialogue”. The maximum grant amount is limited to 40 thousand euros.  The 
program description specifies that support for higher educational institutions stems from the need to 
establish cooperation with students, as they are the representatives of the next generation. In the opinion of 
the organization, it is in this environment that important decision makers, who will be partners of German 

139businessmen and politicians, may appear.  Such motivation is consistent with justification of the support of 
young scholars and politicians by some other foreign foundations (in particular, political party foundations). 
In 2018, the project involves 17 Ukrainian universities and is aimed at studying the phenomenon of populism, 

140memory policy, legal culture traditions, etc. 

UK Foundations in Ukraine.

The United Kingdom is one of the countries with active philanthropists. Today the total donations amount is 
15 billion british pounds. In addition, there are more than 12,000 foundations in the United Kingdom with 70 

141billion euros in assets.  UK foundations' annual expenses reach near 4.4 billion euros. It should be noted that 
foundations do not hold any special status in the UK. In fact, all charitable foundations are trusts that receive 
income from endowments and both terms 'foundation' and 'trust' are used interchangeably in the United 

142Kingdom.

137 See http://banking.uabs.sumdu.edu.ua/index.php/ua/news/feautured-news/item/mizhnarodna-konferentsiia-
institutional-changes-in-the-ukrainian-and-eu-banking-systems-v-ramkakh-realizatsii-hrantu-daad. 

138 See https://www.daad.de/hochschulen/ausschreibungen/projekte/de/11342-foerderprogramme-šnden/?s=1&projekt
id=57443177. 

139 See https://www.daad.de/hochschulen/programme-regional/europa/de/12799-ost-west-dialog/. 
140 See https://www.daad-ukraine.org/šles/2018/06/DAAD-Projekte2018-UA-1.pdf, https://www.daad.de/medien/

hochschulen/regional/europa/ost_west_2018.pdf. 
141 See https://www.theguardian.com/voluntary-sector-network/2017/dec/05/philanthropy-in-the-uk-us-fundraising 
142 See http://www.efc.be/country_prošle/united-kingdom/. 
143 See https://www.cipe.org/blog/2010/05/06/building-foundations-for-political-parties/, https://www.wfd.org/about/.

Support from Other European Foundations 
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The Westminster Foundation for Democracy
The United Kingdom created the Westminster Foundation for Democracy (WFD) in 1992 in order to support 
the development of global democracy. The Foundation is, in fact, an independent organization of the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office (meaning that it reports to the Office but remains outside of its structure). The 
major share of the foundation's funding comes from the FCO and the Department for International 
Development. The WFD cooperates with British political parties, members of parliament, electoral and audit 
institutions. Today, the Foundation provides support to more than 30 developing countries. Support is 
provided through cooperation with political parties, parliament and non-governmental organizations. It 
should be pointed out that the funding of all WFD's activities is insignificant compared to certain foundations 

144(for example, German ones) and amounted only to 10.4 million british pounds in the 2017-2018 tax year. 
The Westminster Foundation for Democracy has been active in Ukraine since 1992 and saw a rapid boost 

145after the Orange Revolution.  The foundation's office is located in Kyiv. In 2009-2013, the WFD supported 
146'Stregthening Human Capacity of the Offices of Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine' project.  Since 2015, the 

Foundation has been implementing (together with GIZ) a project for the creation and development of the 
147Financial and Economic Analysis Office of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine.

The foundation also plans to support women politicians in local elections and the reform of Ukrainian 
148political parties.  Thus, the foundation's activities in Ukraine correspond to its priorities. However, it is 

generally limited to the cooperation with the Verkhovna Rada. Additionally, the amount of funding for 
activities in Ukraine is rather negligible, taking into account WFD's limited budget (when compared to other 
foundations). However, unlike the other countries, the United Kingdom also has a number of private capital 
foundations that provide significant support to such countries as Ukraine.

The Sigrid Rausing Trust
149Sigrid Rausing,  a well-known Swedish philanthropist and granddaughter of the Tetra Pak inventor, 

established the Trust in the United Kingdom in 1995. Today, the trust is one of the largest in the United 
Kingdom. To date, the foundation has distributed nearly 300 million british pounds to support public 

150organizations in dozens of countries worldwide (from 1995 to 2016: 273 million british pounds).  The 
151Rausing family has traditionally been on the list of the largest philanthropists in the United Kingdom.  In 

particular, Sigrid's sister – Lisbet Rausing, together with her husband has established the Arkadia Foundation, 
which has allocated more than 500 million dollars since 2001 to support institutions involved in the 
preservation of cultural heritage and the natural environment (the foundation's activities do not cover 

152Ukraine).
The Sigrid Rausing Trust provides funding to organizations working with human rights protection and to 
related issues to it. It should be noted that organizations mainly receive basic funding from this fund that is not 
attributed to specific projects, thus constituting a rather rare approach for private and public donors. In the 
trust's view, many organizations can raise funding for projects relatively easily, but have difficulty finding the 

153necessary finances to cover current or institutional expenses.  In particular, long-term financing of the 
Trust's partners should ensure their stability for the development of programs and the search for other sources 
of funding. 

144 See https://www.wfd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/FINAL_WFD_Annual-Report-2017-2018_A4_v27_ALL_web.pdf. 
145 See http://gska2.rada.gov.ua/site/mpz/westminster/docs/Westminster_dov.pdf. 
146 See http://parlament.org.ua/2014/09/30/westminster-program/.  
147 See https://feao.org.ua/about-us/. 
148 See https://aidstream.org/šles/documents/161101-Annual-plan-2017--DfS-FINAL-VERSION-20161101051104.pdf. 
149 Trust's annual report for 2016  http://bucket-02.s3.amazonaws.com/SRT-Annual-Report-2016.pdf. 
150 Ibid.
151 See https://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/news/the-giving-list-britains-leading-philanthropists-1212441.

html, https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/0/debretts-500-list-philanthropists-activists/ 
152 See https://www.arcadiafund.org.uk/. 
153 See https://www.sigrid-rausing-trust.org/About-SRT. 
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In 2016 (according to the Trust's most recent annual report), the Trust distributed to the beneficiaries almost 
21.7 million british pounds. The largest amount of funds was spent on advocacy, research and judiciary (4 
million british pounds), women's rights (almost 3.5 million british pounds), transparency and accountability 
(almost 2.5 million british pounds). In addition, more than 500 thouthand british pounds has been allocated 
for the following program areas: regional foundations, human rights activism, freedom of speech, advocating 
LGBT rights, transitional justice, combating xenophobia and intolerance, issues of imprisonment, torture and 

154the freedom of speech. Several hundred thousand pounds were allocated for small grants.
The Sigrid Rausing Trust cooperates with non-governmental organizations in most regions of the world. For 
example, in 2016, the largest amount of funds were allocated for projects in Western Europe (33.9%), North 
America (15.3%), Sub-Saharan Africa (13.6%), Middle East and North Africa (10.4%) and the former Soviet 
Union (9.1%). Ukraine is therefore one of the key regions for the Sigrid Rausing Trust activities. In particular, 

155the fund increased the amount of aid for the post-Soviet space.
According to available data, the Sigrid Rausing Trust directly provided Ukrainian organizations with almost 
1.4 million british pounds over the years. Nearly two-thirds of this aid (870 thousand british pounds or 62.5%) 
were received by women's rights organizations. In addition, the fund supported organizations in such 
program areas as advocacy, research and judiciary, advocating LGBT rights, combating xenophobia and 
intolerance, and promoting the freedom of speech. (see Figure 4).
It should be noted that the Sigrid Rausing Trust has intensified its activity in Ukraine since 2015. During 2004-
2014, only one Ukrainian non-governmental organization – the Ukrainian Women's Fund – received support 
from the fund. It accounts for almost half of all funds allocated by the Sigrid Rausing Trust to Ukrainian 
organizations (735 thousand british pounds or 52.7%). In 2015, the trust supported another women's 

156organization (Western-Ukrainian Center of “Women's Perspectives” ). In the same year, grants were 
provided to organizations dealing with xenophobia and intolerance (Without Borders Project of the 'Social 

157 158Action Center' NGO), the freedom of speech (Stop Fake  project of the 'Media Reforms Center' NGO ), and 
159LGBT rights (Insight, a non-governmental organization).  From 2016, the Sigrid Rausing Trust has also been 

cooperating with the Center for Civil Liberties. As a result, the trust's financial support for Ukraine increased 
significantly: current grant projects launched in 2015-2018 account for 1 million british pounds, with most of 
the funding already being distributed among Ukrainian partners.

Box 6. Ukrainian Women`s Foundation 
The Ukrainian Women's Foundation (UWF) is an international charity organization that was established in 
Ukraine in 2010. The Foundation provides information, financial and advisory assistance to civic 
organizations in Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova. Fund financing is carried out at the expense of governments 

160of countries and foreign private funds.  In particular, in 2014-2017, the UWF received almost 2.5 million 
dollars from donors. USA, of which about 17% belonged to the Sigrid Rausing Trust, another 6% to the Mott 
Foundation, and 3% to the Women's Foundation «Filia». At the same time, in some years, frequent private 
funds were more substantial. In particular, in 2014 Sigrid Rausing Trust accounted for nearly 39% of donor 
revenues.

154 Trust's annual report for 2016  http://bucket-02.s3.amazonaws.com/SRT-Annual-Report-2016.pdf. 
155 Ibid.
156 See http://noborders.org.ua/pro-nas-2/istoriya-zasnuvannya/. 
157 See http://noborders.org.ua/. 
158 See https://www.insight-ukraine.org/uk. 
159 See http://ccl.org.ua/. 
160 Official page, https://www.uwf.org.ua/. 
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Within several projects, the UWF provided grant support to dozens of Ukrainian NGOs and actively 
advocated. In 2016, the UWF supported the "Invisible Battalion", an ad-hoc public project, in which a 
lobbying campaign was launched to address the problems of female servicemen. The campaign was also 
supported by international organizations (e.g. UN Women). Subsequently, the People's Deputies of the Inter-

161faction Association "Equal Opportunities”  joined. As a result, in March 2016, the list of military positions 
162that can be held by women was expanded.  The bill No. 6109 was also submitted to the Verkhovna Rada of 

Ukraine, which also seeks to ensure equal opportunities for women and men in the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 
163The law was passed in September 2018.

The UWF also deepens knowledge of women's organizations about advocacy companies. In particular, in 
2016-2017, the project "Academy of Advocacy for Women's Movement" was implemented with the support of 
the Government of the Netherlands. Within it were held trainings , as well as the "Guide for advocacy for 

164women's movement in Ukraine" was prepared.

It is worth mentioning that earlier the support of Ukrainian women's organizations was also carried out 
165through the International Association "La Strada", which deals with human trafficking issues.  The 

166association consists of 8 organizations in 7 countries (including Ukraine) and a secretariat in Amsterdam.  In 
2007 - 2014, the association received 430.5 thousand pounds from the Sigrid Rausing Trust. At the same time, 
in 2011 - 2013 La Strada-Ukraine received from the fund only about 30 thousand US dollars.
In 2012 and 2013 the volume of support did not exceed 6.6% and 2.5% of the total funding of La Strada 
Ukraine. However, La Strada-Ukraine also received funds from the Ukrainian Women's Fund, which is a 
grant fund of Rausing. In addition, certain amounts were also spent by the International Association "La 

167Strada" on the improvement of the qualifications of the employees of the Ukrainian branch in 2011.

161 See https://life.pravda.com.ua/society/2017/12/12/227889/ 
162 Order of the Ministry of Defense N292 of June 3, 2016.
163 See http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?pf3511=61190, https://life.pravda.com.ua/society/2017/12/12/227889/ 
164 See https://www.uwf.org.ua/project_activities/advocacy_academy.
165 See http://lastradainternational.org/, https://www.sigrid-rausing-trust.org/Grantees/La-Strada-International. 
166 See http://lastradainternational.org/. 
167 See https://la-strada.org.ua/. 

Source: https://www.sigrid-rausing-trust.org/

Note: all funding that has been provided since 2015, except for women's rights.

Figure 4. Major areas of support for Sigrid Rausst's Trust since 2004 (Thousands of pounds sterling)
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In addition, the funding of Sigrid Rausing Trust for Ukraine was channeled through the Disability Rights 
Fund established in support of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In particular, 
Restricted Fund supported organizations that deal with the rights of people with disabilities in the countries of 
the Third World (Global South) and Eastern Europe / the former Soviet Union. In 2008-2014, organizations 

168that care for people with disabilities have received from Sigrid Rausing Trust 1.05 million british pounds.  It 
was in that period that Ukraine was one of the priority countries of the Fund. In comparison, in 2012-2013 
Ukrainian non-governmental organizations received 143.5 thousand dollars (support for other Ukrainian 

169projects was provided with the help of the Tides Foundation and other foundations).

Dutch Foundations in Ukraine
According to the legislation of the Netherlands, 'a foundation' is a legal entity aiming to attain goals specified 
in its articles of association with the use of capital provided for that purpose. According to the available data, 
there were about 7,500 foundations in the Netherlands in 2013. Their assets amounted to about 80 billion 
euros with annual expenses of approximately 6 billion euros. So Netherlands charity sector is therefore well-

170developed and more active compared to other Western countries, including the United Kingdom. 

The Netherlands Institute for Multiparty Democracy (NIMD)
In the early 1990s, the Netherlands adopted German experience in operating political foundations and 
established a number of small charitable organizations working to support the development of democratic 

171institutions in certain countries.  In 2000, with the support of the government seven Dutch political parties 
established the Netherlands Institute for Multiparty Democracy (NIMD). The multiparty platform allows the 
institute to impartially interact with all political parties and to encourage dialogue between them. 
Domestically NIMD cooperates with the players from the full political spectrum ranging from the national to 

172 173local levels.  The NIMD also supports the process of global democratization abroad.
In its activities, the NIMD relies on five key principles: Impartiality (the foundation is not affiliated with any 
specific political parties and works together with all parties across the political spectrum), Inclusiveness 
(NIMD provides platform for discussion for both ruling and opposition parties, all parties take part in the 
dialogue on issues of national interest with on equal footing), Diversity (NIMD encourages the equal 
participation of representatives of different groups), Local Ownership (the Institute cooperates with its 
partners on an equal basis and local programs reflect local demands), and Long-Term Commitment (NIMD 
is interested in long-lasting relationships with its local partners due to the organizational idea that political 

174transformation, building trust and strengthening political parties takes time).
In other countries (or regions), the NIMD creates its own regional offices or establishes partnerships with 
local organizations. Implementing partners are either specially created or long-standing actors in a given 
country or region where the program will be implemented. In addition, the Institute has strategic partners 
that also work to support democracy and, therefore, they achieve maximum co-ordination and share 
experience with them. Such strategic partners include the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance, the Danish Institute for Parties and Democracy (DEMO), the European Partnership for 
Democracy, and the Global Partnership for Multiparty Democracy.

168 See https://www.sigrid-rausing-trust.org/Grantees/Disability-Rights-Fund. 
169 See http://drafund.org/grants/directory/.
170 See http://www.efc.be/country_prošle/netherlands/. 
171 See https://www.cipe.org/blog/2010/05/06/building-foundations-for-political-parties/.
172 NIMD Annual Report 2017.
173 See https://www.cipe.org/blog/2010/05/06/building-foundations-for-political-parties/. 
174 NIMD Annual Report 2017.
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The annual budget of the NIMD usually amounts to around 10 million euros. The largest part of the budget is 
funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands. For example, in 2016 the Dutch Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs provided funding to the NIMD projects for a total of approximately 8.7 million euros (i.e. 
73.9% of its entire budget) out of the institution's annual budget of 11.8 million euros. Other donors are the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Canada, the British Council, the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, 
and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA). The Foundation also cooperates 
with international partners such as the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). The NIMD also receives financial support for the 
implementation of its projects from other quasi-governmental organizations (for example, the Finnish 
DEMO), academic and research foundations (the Dutch Research Organization), etc.
As of 2018, the NIMD programs run in more than 20 countries in Africa, Latin America, South Asia and 
Eastern Europe. Up until 2014, Ukraine was out of the focus of the NIMD. In 2015, the Ukrainian area of focus 
was added to the South Caucasus region (Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Georgia). Previously, the regional office 
of the NIMD – the Eastern European Neighborhood Office was based in Tbilisi and was only aimed at the 
surrounding region. Since July 2017, the office has become an independent non-governmental organization – 
the Eastern European Center for Multiparty Democracy (EECMD), which now takes care of the 'South 

175Caucasus and Ukraine' region.  In addition, there are several coordinators in Ukraine that represent the 
EECMD Program or its projects.
The de facto cooperation between Ukraine and the NIMB started in 2016 with when 192.4 thousand euros 
(157.1 thousand euros for program implementation and 23.3 thousand euros to cover the management and 
accounting costs) were allocated to this area of activity. These funds are used to implement the Dialogue for 
Stability program in Ukraine, with 180.4 thousand euros spent on the implementation of that program in 

1762016.
In March 2016, the NIMD was one of the organizers of the forum for young politicians from the South 
Caucasus and Ukraine discussing the achievements of, and challenges faced by democratic processes in the 
region. In 2016, the NIMD also organized a training on social media strategies for the representatives of 
political parties from Ukraine and Georgia in order to encourage political parties to better communicate with 

177their supporters through direct public dialogue. 
In October 2017, two Schools of Democracy (in Odesa and Lviv) were opened as part of the NIMD program. It 
is expected that these centers of political education should promote the development of democratic 
governance and democratic politics. Each school is expected to deliver several courses during five months. 

178The opening of another School of Democracy is scheduled for 2018 in Poltava.

175 See https://nimd.org/organization/partners/, http://eecmd.org/contact/ https://nimd.org/publications/annual-reports/ 
https://gpmd.org/gpmd-welcomes-a-new-partner-2016/.

176 NIMD Financial Report 2016 https://nimd.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Financial-Statement.pdf. 
177 NIMD Annual Report 2016.
178 See http://gurt.org.ua/news/trainings/45486/, https://www.prostir.ua/event/shkola-demokratiji-u-lvovi/. 
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Polish Foundations in Ukraine

Today, Poland is one of the European countries with active growing of charity sector. In particular, since the 
fall of communism, Polish foundations were growing exponentially. In the beginning of 2018, 22,000 
foundations were registered in Poland, while back in 2015 their number was hardly reaching 16,000. Polish 

179foundations account for about 15% of the total number of similar foundations in Europe.  Despite their 
significant number, the assets of Polish foundations are insignificant compared to of those in Western Europe. 
For example, in 2012 they have barely exceeded 1.4 billion euros, which way short of the United Kingdom 
despite having a similar number of the foundations.
The rapid development of Polish foundations was in part due to support provided by Western countries, 
which was aimed at the development of Polish civil society. The US organizations helped to consolidate the 
activities of Polish foundations. In particular, the Academy of Charity Development was established in Poland 
as part of the USAID's initiative and the Academy has further received support from 180 international 

180donors.  Over time, Polish foundations began to expand their activities to other countries. The countries of 
the former communist bloc, including Ukraine, became a priority region for the international activities of 
these organizations (as well as for priorities of Poland's foreign policy).
It should be noted that there are several types of Polish foundations that are active in Ukraine. First of all, there 
are government-owned foundations established to support international initiatives of the Polish government. 
They include the Solidarity Fund PL established by the President of Poland in 1997. The fund is financed by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland and other donors. Secondly, they also include Polish non-
governmental foundations operating similarly to Western foundations (for example, the Education for 
Democracy Foundation and the Stefan Batory Foundation). However, because of limited financial capacity 
Polish foundations often run only those projects that are funded by governmental (or quasi-governmental) or 
large western foundations. 

The Stefan Batory Foundation

The Stefan Batory Foundation (Fundacja im. Stefana Batorego) is an independent non-governmental 
organization established by American philanthropist George Soros and a group of Polish opposition leaders 
in the late 1980s. The organization was registered in the days of the communist regime in May 1988. Initially, 
the foundation worked on preparing the Polish society for the transition from communism to democracy. 
Today, the declared mission of the Foundation is to build an open and democratic society. The Foundation's 
key priorities are the development of democratic institutions in Poland with support from non-governmental 
organizations and the promotion of their dialogue with government institutions. The foundation also 
supports the development of international co-operation between the European Union, Poland and other 
countries in Eastern Europe. The Foundation is working on the expanding the activities of democratic 

181institutions in Poland to Eastern Europe with a focus on deepening cooperation with Ukraine and Belarus.

180 See. An Overview of Philanthropy in Europe, 2015,
Sektor pozarządowy w 2018. Ile jest w Polsce organizacji? http://fakty.ngo.pl/wiadomosc/2174099.html. 

181 About the fund Stefan Batory, http://www.batory.org.pl/o_fundacji. 

179 See http://www.efc.be/country_prošle/poland/, philanthropy-in-europe-overview-2015-report,
http://fakty.ngo.pl/wiadomosc/2174099.html.
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International foundations are key funding sources for the Stefan Batory Foundation. We first refer to the Open 
Society Foundation (the former Open Society Institute) also established by George Soros. In addition, the 
Batory Foundation receives financial support from other international donors. For example, in various years 
the Foundation was supported by Ford Foundation, Robert Bosch Foundation, Motta Foundation, and 
others. Funding also comes from private donations and local foundations. For example, in 2017 the Stefan 
Batory Foundation raised 3.9 million zloty from international foundations and organizations. At the same 
time, George Soros foundations provided 3.4 million zloty, making almost 87% of its international revenues 
(almost 72% of the total revenues of the Batory Foundation). In addition, 800 thousand zloty were received 
from local donors, including regular citizens (1% of revenues from Polish taxpayers), private donors, and 

182private companies foundations (Orange, BNP Paribas), etc.
Previously, the Batory Foundation ran a number of major programs the implementation of which involved the 
organizations of Ukrainian civil society. In particular, in 2000-2010 the Batory Foundation in cooperation 
with the Robert Bosch Foundation supported a tripartite cooperation between Polish and German 
organizations and organizations from Belarus, Ukraine and Russia (the Partnership for Social Initiatives 
program). In addition, the Foundation, together with the Ford Foundation, promoted the development of 
Ukrainian and Belarusian non-governmental organizations as part of the six-year Citizens in Action 

183initiative.  Subsequently, the Batory Foundation focused its efforts on supporting the Eastern Partnership 
launched in 2009. The Foundation continues its cooperation with Ukrainian civil society within the 
framework of individual programs (for instance, Open Europe). In particular, the foundation organizes 
meetings and public debates with local experts. 
In the first half of the 2010s, the Foundation actively supported the liberalization of the visa regime between 
the European Union and the countries of the Eastern Partnership. In particular, together with its Ukrainian 
partners, the Europe Without Barriers, a non-governmental organization, it initiated the creation of the 
International Coalition of Organizations and Think Tanks for Visa-Free Europe, which was joined by more 
than 45 organizations from the EU, Eastern Europe and the Eastern Partnership. The International 
Renaissance Foundation provided financial support to the Europe Without Borders as part of this 

184cooperation.
The Batory Foundation also assigns its observers to elections in Ukraine. During the 2012 parliamentary 
elections the Batory Foundation co-organized the International Public Observation Mission together with 
the European Exchange (Europaischer Austausch) organization from Berlin and the Eastern Europe Studies 
Center based in Vilnius. In 2014, the Foundation again participated in the creation of an International Expert 
Mission for the Presidential elections in Ukraine. The observers' team assisted independent non-
governmental Ukrainian organizations, such as the Committee of Voters of Ukraine, and the Opora Public 
Network.

183 See http://www.batory.org.pl/doc/ar2009.pdf. 
184 See http://www.batory.org.pl/en/about_the_foundation/annual_reports. 
185 Ukrainians in Poland: refugees, migrants, or 'talent flow'?  http://www.irf.ua/allevents/news/ukraintsi_u_polschi_

bizhentsi_migranti_chi_vidtik_mizkiv/. 

182 Sprawozdanie 2017 šnansowe, http://www.batory.org.pl/upload/šles/pdf/Skan_20180511180241.pdf. 
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The Foundation supports the development of relations between Poland and Ukraine through the creation of a 
platform for joint forum 'Poland-Ukraine,' which is held in cooperation with the Renaissance Foundation and 
aims to solve problems in relations between Poland and Ukraine, and promotes further cooperation between 
the countries. Eight similar forums were held both in Poland and in Ukraine over the period from 2010 to 
2018. In recent years, the main topic of the forum concerned the priority of long-term partnership between 
Ukraine and Poland. The eighth forum, which was held in May 2018, discussed the issue of migration of a 
large number of Ukrainians to Poland and measures that should regulate the benefits and losses of the 

185countries arising from this migration. 

Education for Democracy Foundation
The Education for Democracy Foundation (Fundacja Edukacja dla Demokracji) is a non-governmental 
organization founded in 1989 and worked to spread democratic ideas in Poland and countries that were part 
of the USSR. The Foundation positions itself as an organization that is not affiliated with any political parties 
or religious associations. The Foundation also declares its readiness to cooperate with its partners, regardless 

186of nationality, religion or political beliefs. 
In Poland, the Foundation supports the activities of non-governmental institutions engaged in educational 
development and spreading the ideas of ��democracy. The Foundation is also present in Ukraine, Russia and 
Belarus. In particular, it cooperates with organizations involved in the development of education, supports 
civil, democratic and institutional ideas. 

187In 2017, the Foundation was active in three main areas:
1) Global Education. The primary goal of the Foundation in this area is to improve the level of education in 
Poland. This involves financing various educational projects in populated areas with less than 500,000 
inhabitants. Following the project, 18 non-governmental organizations received funding for educational 
projects. The project budget was 624,881.63 zloty.
2) Activities in the post-Soviet space. This primarily includes the creation and support of social projects 
aimed at the development of education and democratic changes in society. In 2017, projects in Belarus and 
Ukraine funded various meetings with parents, advanced trainings for teachers, and e-learning courses.
3) Activities to support Polish communities outside Poland. The activities were primarily carried out in 
Ireland. Special Polish schools for the children of the Polish expatriate community were opened in that 
country.
The main donors of the Fund are the Polish Aid Program (a government program funded by the Polish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and aimed at supporting sustainable socio-economic development of the 
country), the National Endowment for Democracy (a US foundation aimed at the strengthening of 
democratic institutions), DESPRO (a joint project of Switzerland and Ukraine that promotes decentralization 
processes in Ukraine), the Polish-American Freedom Foundation (PAFS), the Senate of the Republic of 

188Poland, and the Solidarity Fund PL.  In 2016, the Foundation received 4.2 million zloty (almost 1 million 
euros) for the implementation of 10 projects. Of these, 40.7% came from the Solidarity Fund, 39.9% from the 
Senate of the Republic of Poland, 15.7% from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland and 3.6% from an 
educational project in Belarus.

188 Report for 2016  https://fed.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/FED-sprawozdania-2016.zip. 

186 About us, https://fed.org.pl/kim-jestesmy/. 
187 Report for 2017, https://fed.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/FED_spr_roczne_2017.zip. 
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The Education for Democracy Foundation has a long record of cooperation with Ukraine. One of the most 
long-lasting Ukraine-related projects of this foundation is the RITA program (Region in Transition), initially 
launched by PAFS. The foundation is responsible for managing the program's funds. The main objectives of 
the RITA program are to support social and economic initiatives that would, in turn, support and develop 
democratic institutions in their region. The main regions of the program are Eastern Europe, the Caucasus 
and Central Asia (Azerbaijan, Belarus, Armenia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, 

189Ukraine, and Tajikistan).
As part of the RITA Program, partner projects are funded in the following format: “a Polish non-
governmental organization – a Partner from a country covered by the Program”. In particular, the Program 
supports projects related to social and public issues, education and mentorship, the development of 
entrepreneurship, cultural heritage, the development of and support for the public sector, local governance 

190and the media.  In accordance with the declared objectives, the RITA Program aims to share Poland's 
experience of building a democratic society, overcoming social problems, and developing education. The 
Program also promotes the development of international cooperation between different countries. One can 
say that the long-term goal of the program is to bring up a new generation that will share democratic values 
and shape the civil society. 
According to the information available on the project's website, the RITA program has supported the 
implementation of 1,015 projects for a total of 36 million zloty since 2000. In accordance with its rules of 
support the RITA Program provides a maximum funding of 60 thousand zloty (about 17.7 thousand dollars) 
per one project. The Program also allocates funds to co-finance projects: up to 40 thousand zloty (about 10 

191thousand zloty) but not more than 30% of a total project's budget.  However, there is no information on the 
amount of these funds.
The Foundation intensified its support for Ukraine following the 2014 developments. In 2014, the Support to 
Civic Activists Wounded in EuroMaidan and their Families was launched. This program allowed for the 
provision of timely medical aid to 50 wounded activists. The program involved donations from private 
persons in Ukraine and Poland, with the European Endowment for Democracy (EED) and the National 
Endowment for Democracy (NED) also contributing to this program. A total of 818 thousand zloty was 

192raised.  Challenges after Euromaidan – Civic Sector in Action became the second project launched in 2014. 
During the project, the Foundation, in cooperation with Lion Society (Lviv) and other Ukrainian 
organizations held 24 round table discussions in different regions of Ukraine, which were attended by 725 
people. The main objective of the project was to support pro-democratic non-state organizations, to promote 
their cooperation and to help establish a dialogue with government agencies for the purpose of further 
cooperation. The project expenses totaled 255.6 thousand zloty. 

189 About the RITA program, http://programrita.org/ua/about/. 
190 See http://programrita.org/ua/projekty-partnerskie/. 
191 See http://programrita.org/ua/wklady-wlasne/. 
192 Report for 2014, nowa.fed.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/SPRAWOZDANIA2014pakiet.zip. 
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In 2015, the project 'Support for Families Who Died in the Struggle for Democratic Values ��and Peace in 
Ukraine' was implemented. The main goal of the project was to help the families of the 'Heavenly Hundred' 
and the families of soldiers who died in the East of Ukraine. The support was also provided to the CrimeaSOS 
non-governmental organization. Following the project, 287 families received financial support and the 
members of the CrimeaSOS non-governmental organization benefited from trainings, the purpose of which 
was to improve efficiency of volunteer work and were also provided with new equipment. A total of 1 million 

193zloty was allocated for the implementation of the project.  The project was funded by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Poland through the Solidarity Fund PL. The project continued with the provision of support to the 
families of the 'Heavenly Hundred' with CrimeaSOS being the key Ukrainian partner. The project assisted 175 
families in total. The project also provided legal support to the families of the victims so that they could receive 
financial help from the government. The project published a brochure that contained basic information on 
the rights of families who lost their providers in the East of Ukraine. The project expenses totaled around 830 
thousand zloty in 2016. The project was funded by the Solidarity Fund PL and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Poland. 
The implementation of the project titled 'Strong Territorial Communities – A Key to Successful Local Self-
Government Reform' started in 2015 (the implementation period: from February 1, 2015 to January 31, 2017). 
This project was implemented in Lviv, Chernivtsi, Vinnitsa, Cherkasy, Chernihiv, Sumy, Odesa, Kherson and 
Mykolaiv Regions. The partners of the program were: the Civil Initiatives of Ukraine Union, Nashe Podillia, a 
non-governmental institution, and the Lion Society, the Management Initiatives Foundation and the Lezajsk 
County of the Republic of Poland. The project expenses totaled around 276 thousand zloty in 2015, 478 
thousand zloty in 2016, and 251.6 thousand zloty in 2017. The expenses were covered by the Ministry of 

194Foreign Affairs of Poland, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Canada, NED, PAFS, and MFS.
The main objective of the project was to assist in creating local communities as the main component of the 
decentralization process in Ukraine and to assist local authorities in reforming policies at this level. Within the 
project were conducted advisory trainings and inter-sectoral links established to shape the understanding of 
the reforms, in order to contribute to the formation of more effective system of management in this region. 
The 2015 results included the formation of inter-sectoral teams that prepared 36 policy documents to solve 
important problems of Ukrainian communities. 224 representatives of local authorities and non-
governmental organizations underwent training on the development of inter-sectoral cooperation. In 2016, 
the project received the 2016 Best Practices of Local Self-Government award from the Ministry of Regional 
Development of Ukraine. This year 28 round table discussions were conducted by the project, which were 
attended by 735 participants, two study visits to Poland and another three to Ukrainian regions were made, 
and 18 local initiatives were implemented by the participants of the project. The project culminated in the 
publication of the paper titled 'Cooperation for Local Changes: Successful Practices from Poland and 
Ukraine'. The paper is publicly available. 

193 Report for 2015, fed.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/sprawozdania-FED-2015.zip.
194 Report for 2015, fed.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/sprawozdania-FED-2015.zip,

Report for 2016, https://fed.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/FED-sprawozdania-2016.zip ,
Report for 2015, https://fed.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/FED_spr_roczne_2017.zip.
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The project titled 'East and West Together – Space for Dialogue' was also launched in 2015. The main goal of 
this project was to expand cooperation between local media and to enhance their role in democratizing 
regions, and developing civil society. The partners of the project were the Lion Society (Lviv), Nashe Podillia, a 
non-governmental organization, the Laboratory of Social Communications (Odesa), and Vinnytsia Press 
Club, a Vinnytsia Region-based non-governmental organization. The project included three workshops that 
were attended by 48 reporters who were able to raise their awareness of local, regional media. The project was 
funded by the US Embassy, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Poland, and the MFS. This project was continued through the project titled 'East and West Together – 
Building Capacity of Ukrainian Local Media'. The primary partner of this particular project was the New 
Generation Youth Organization. The main purpose of this project was to support local media, to enhance 
their professionalism and to increase their impact on active engagement in reforming their regions. The 
project expenses totaled around 233 thousand zloty in 2016. The project was funded by the Solidarity Fund 

195PL, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Canada.
The Public Wave in the Kyiv Region and Donbas project was implemented in 2016. The Ukrainian partner 
of the project was the Public Radio. The main objective of the project was to ensure a stable operation of an 
independent radio station that would hold discussions on democratization processes. Polish experts were also 
invited to join discussions. In addition to radio programs, listeners were welcome to listen to the radio via the 
Internet, including the possibility to listen to recorded versions of previous programs. The project expenses 
totaled around 346 thousand zloty in 2016. The project was funded by the Solidarity Fund PL, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Poland, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Canada.
Another project implemented by the Foundation was the study tour entitled 'Learning Polish Experience of 
Decentralization and Local Self-Government Reform'. The partners of the Foundation were the International 
Technical Assistance Project of Skat Consulting Ltd and the Swiss-Ukrainian Decentralization Support 
Project (DESPRO). The project provided for a study tour to learn about self-government in Poland at different 
levels and methods of cooperation between local self-government authorities and local governments.

The Polish-American Freedom Foundation
The Polish-American Freedom Foundation is an independent non-governmental organization set up in 1999 
to support post-communist changes in Poland and to provide assistance to other post-communist countries. 
The foundation was established by the Polish-American Enterprise Fund, which, in turn, was set up on the US 
government's initiative to support free entrepreneurship in Poland during the post-communist 

196transformations.
Today, the Polish-American Freedom Foundation's endowment amounts to 287 million dollars. Over the 
years of its activities, the Foundation has allocated a total of about 200 million dollars for the implementation 
of different programs. The funds are used for grant support (small and large grants), scholarships, trainings, 

197the creation of coalitions and networking.  The Foundation's priority activities include: education, 
development of local communities, and the sharing of the Polish transformation experience. The foundation's 
activities in Ukraine are therefore in line with its key priorities. As mentioned above, the Foundation provides 
funding tor the RITA program, which involves cooperation and the exchange of experience. By the end of 
2016 the Polish-American Freedom Foundation spent nearly 13.3 million dollars as part of that program. In 
addition, important financing was directed to educational initiatives in the region.

195 Report for 2016, https://fed.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/FED-sprawozdania-2016.zip. 
196 See  https://en.pafw.pl/founder/, https://en.pafw.pl/about-us/. 
197 See https://en.pafw.pl/about-us/.
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Ukrainian citizens are welcome to join the Lain Kirkland Scholarship Program (founded in 2000), which 
provides for studying at higher education institutions in Poland and internship at private and public 
institutions, and organizations. The program's participants include politicians, entrepreneurs, journalists and 

198 all other stakeholders concerned with the development of economy, democracy and civil society. From 2000 
to 2016, 373 Ukrainians recieved scholarships as part of the program, which is more than a half of the total 
number of participants (699 people). In 2016/2017, 25 Ukrainians (46 participants in total) joined the 
program. As of the end of 2016, the Polish-American Freedom Foundation has allocated a total of 12 million 
dollars for the scholarship program. Taking into account a significant number of representatives from 

199Ukraine, about a half of this amount could be directed directly to the Ukrainian participants.
The educational component is also complemented by the Study Tours to Poland program launched in 2004. 
Youth and professionals from Ukraine, Belarus and Russia have an opportunity to visit Poland and stay there 
for almost two weeks to learn about central and local governance in Poland, Polish media, civil society, etc. As 
of the end of 2016, the Foundation has allocated about 5.3 million dollars for the project of Study Tours to 
Poland. As participants from Ukraine usually outnumber participants from other countries, it can be 

200concluded that much of this amount was spent on work with Ukrainian professionals and youth.

Slovak Foundations in Ukraine
Slovakia is one of the post-communist countries, where the development of charity sector began only in the 
1990's. Accordingly, there are only small foundations in Slovakia due to historical and economic 
environment. According to the European Foundation Center, there were about 400 foundations in Slovakia 

201with assets worth 71 million euros (according to the last available data for 2009).  Certain Slovak foundations 
have weak presence abroad. 
The Carpathian Foundation Slovakia and the Carpathian Foundation Ukraine were established with the 
support of the Charles Steward Mott Foundation in 1994 as part of an international structure that included 
offices in Ukraine, Slovakia, Poland, Hungary, and Romania. The foundations were primarily established to 
facilitate cooperation between non-governmental organizations and local governments to promote 
cooperation between organizations from different countries in order to intensify the region's development. 
Since 2006, the activity of the Carpathian Foundation has begun to decline with regional offices in certain 
countries to commence implementing their own programs. Nevertheless, the Carpathian Foundations in 
certain countries remain important partners.
The Carpathian Foundation Ukraine and the Carpathian Foundation Slovakia started implementing the 

202Truly Together project in December 2013.  The main goal of the project is to improve the development of 
Zakarpattia, Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Chernivtsi and Cherkasy Regions by expanding cooperation between 
government institutions and non-governmental organizations in rural areas using the experience of the 

203Slovak partners. The project was funded by the Slovak International Development Agency.
As a result of the first phase of the project, eight projects were selected. They received micro-grants for a total 
of 12.5 thousand euros and aimed primarily to improve the situation in rural areas. The representatives of 

204those eight organizations underwent internship in Slovakia.  The project was extended with another 
competition announced in December 2015. Following the competition, eight non-profit, non-governmental 

205organizations received grants totaling 515, 250 UAH.  
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The next phase of the project started in 2017. Nine projects, predominantly youth civil organizations, received 
funding for a total of 577,400 UAH. On June 4-5, 2018, the closing meeting of the Truly Together 3.0 project 
was held. The conference discussed the progress achieved in the establishment of effective cooperation 

206between local self-government authorities and non-governmental organizations.

Austrian Foundations in Ukraine
According to the last available data, there were more than 3,000 foundations, including about 700 public ones, 

207in Austria.  One of the Austrian foundations active in Ukraine is the ERSTE Foundation (DIE ERSTE 
Österreichische Spar-Casse Privatstiftung, short name: ERSTE Stiftung). This organization is the foundation 
of the largest Austrian savings bank ERSTE Group, which historically dates back to the early 19th century. 
Initially, the bank existed as a single entity, but in 1993 it was divided into 2 separate organizations: the Erste 
operating bank and the holding company 'DIE ERSTE Österreichische Spar-Casse 
Anteilsverwaltungssparkasse (AVS)', which has been its main shareholder since 1997. In 2003, AVS was 
transformed into DIE ERSTE Österreichische Spar-Casse Privatstiftung, or ERSTE Stiftung (ERSTE 
Foundation). Today the Foundation directly owns 11.1% of the bank's shares and controls 29.17% of its capital 

208in total.  The Foundation may use a part of dividends received to support important public initiatives. Such 
209framework is common to Austria, having 35 similar foundations that stem from savings banks.

Initially, the bank was active only in Austria, but with the fall of communism it expanded its activities to the 
countries of Central and Eastern Europe. Today, the bank provides its services to more than 16 million 

210customers in 7 countries of the region(In addition, the bank indirectly operates in another five countries).  In 
2112006, ERSTE Group purchased the Ukrainian Prestige bank but sold it in 2013.

The ERSTE Foundation's geographical coverage meets the bank priorities. The priority areas of the 
212Foundation's activities are:

- social innovation (building capacity of civil organizations, non-bank financial services, and digital solutions 
for solving social problems);
- European unity and democracy (raising awareness of European citizens, spreading liberal democratic values 
��and European unity);
- modern culture.
In 2013-2014 ERSTE Foundation in cooperation with the World Wildlife Fund participated in the European 
Schools for A Living Planet project. The main goal of the project was to involve youth in the protection of the 
environment and the implementation of environmental projects. In Ukraine, the project was implemented in 
the schools of Kharkiv, Kostopol, Smila and Ternopil.
However, over the past few years the Foundation's activities in Ukraine have been focused on the issues related 
to the war between Ukraine and Russia. In December 2014, the ERSTE Foundation organized a discussion on 

213the war between the Ukrainian and Russian media.  In 2015, Burgtheater and the ERSTE Foundation 
supported a meeting as part of the Grenzgänger / Grenzdenker project, which discussed the crisis in Ukraine, 
its causes and implications for neighboring countries and possible impact on future development. Also, the 
ERSTE Foundation supported a successful completion of scholarship projects for children from Crimea and 

214the East of Ukraine in 2015.
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The Foundation remains focused on the Ukrainian media. In particular, in 2015 the ERSTE Foundation 
supported the Mezhyhirya festival that served as a platform for discussions of problems faced by Ukrainian 

215reporters.  The ERSTE Foundation supported the Institute for Human Sciences (IWM) and the European 
Cultural Foundation in the establishment of the Milena Jesenská Fellowships for Journalists. Scholarships are 
provided to journalists investigating into problems related to the European culture. In 2015-2016, one of the 

216scholarships was awarded for the paper entitled “Saving a Bird of Prey. A Book about Ukraine's Revolution.”
Ukrainian researchers are actively involved in scholarship programs implemented with the Foundation's 
support. Following the 2014 – 2015 ERSTE Foundation Fellowship for Social Research contest entitled 'Labor 
Market and Employment in Central and Eastern Europe,' a Ukrainian representative received a scholarship 
for her research 'Unequal Labor Conditions: Ukrainian experience,' and there were another two papers 

217 concerned with Ukraine. In 2015-2016, two studies were devoted to the issues of Ukraine and Ukrainian 
expatriate communities. In 2016, with support from the ERSTE Foundation, one of the scholarship programs 
of the Vienna institute of Humanities, the Paul Celan Fellowships for Translators, awarded a scholarship to a 
Ukrainian representative for the Ukrainian translation of Judith Butler's “Frames of War: When Is Life 

218Grievable?”

Conclusions

Today, Ukraine is in the focus of dozens of European foundations supporting democracy, civil society, 
science,education, and a other thematic areas. Among them, German foundations (both private and quasi-
governmental) are the most active ones, reflecting generally high level of development of the charity sector in 
Germany. 
In addition, such activity is in a certain way in line with the priorities of Germany's foreign policy. In the 
meantime, active in Ukraine are foundations from other European countries (the United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands, and Poland). It should be noted, that certain foundations (for example, Polish foundations) are 
recipients of the funding coming from other US or EU donors. 
The analysis of support provided by European foundations is often complicated by the lack of access to 
information. Some foundations do not always publish information on their allocations by projects/partners 
or by country.
Generally, the annual reports of Ukrainian organizations that receive funding from donors are not publicly 
available. In general, access to information on cooperation between European foundations and Ukrainian 
partners mainly depends on the type of a foundation and reporting requirements applicable in the relevant 
country. However, the information available permits to conclude that, in general, support from European 
foundations is insignificant compared to other types of international aid provided to Ukraine, for example, 
international technical assistance. 
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Conclusion

Analytical Report

In general, foreign charitable foundations help Ukrainian NGOs implement a variety of initiatives of great 
social importance. It is apparent that cooperation of Ukrainian NGOs allows not only to finance certain 
projects, but also to engage in relevant international networks. 
In general, the activities of FCFs in Ukraine suggest the following:
1. The available data suggests that the amount of funding FCFs provide for the implementation of projects in 
Ukraine is significantly smaller than that of the official international technical assistance, taking into account 
money allocated to Ukrainian NGOs.
The reasons for that are both the strategy and format of activities of relevant donor organizations and the 
nature of initiatives that Ukrainian NGOs propose to support. 
2. Most of the projects are of a narrowly specialized nature and aim to solve specific problems, therefore, it 
would be more appropriate to speak about the activities of FCFs in Ukraine as developmental assistance.
In general, it can be concluded that the FCFs tend to follow a policy of small invertments, although, in some 
cases, they can help to implement rather large projects. 
3. In Ukraine, FCFs primarily rely on their own, somewhat general, strategies that were set up by their 
founders. In many cases, those strategies are aimed at solving some fundamental problems that are common 
to many countries, although national aspects can also be taken into account, especially when selecting a 
toolkit for the implementation of a particular project.
This does not mean that foundations dictate their agenda in some way. This is more about supporting projects, 
the implementation of which is aimed at introduction of common human values to certain geographical 
regions.
FCFs, which are somehow related to certain political forces (parties), have certain specific objects of interest. 
This is especially true of German partisan foundations. 
4. It is clear that Ukrainian NGOs do not fully use the potential that can stem from cooperation with FCFs. It 
should be noted, however, that the level of development of Ukrainian national charities in the areas 
,dominated by foreign entities, serves as another indicator of the maturity of Ukrainian society. 
5. The scope and aspects of activities of Ukrainian charities in general and in 'political' area in particular 
require a separate research. Findings of such research would allow for a better understanding of an 
'institutional' environment of the public sector in Ukraine.
7. Different FCFs have different reporting requirements, which are applicable to specific beneficiaries and 
varied methods of measuring the performance of projects. Given that a large number of projects are very 
specific in nature, currently there is no point in the 'integrated' utility of the projects implemented with the 
help of FCFs'.
8. An analysis of the projects, supported by American FCFs, shows that a major part of aid, provided to 
Ukrainian public sector, comes from three major donors – the National Endowment for Democracy, the 
Open Society Foundations, and the Mott Foundation. These projects were aimed at building and developing 
institutional and functional capacity of the civil society, local activity, and the protection of human rights in 
the broad sense.
9. German political foundations, such as the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, 
the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, the Hanns Seidel Foundation, the Heinrich Böll 
Foundation and the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation stand out from the number of European FCFs due to the 
nature of their activity. Their activities of German foundations can be described as active political outreach 
and development of public activity, which should be carried out in the most transparent way. 
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10. Ukrainian civil society, as represented by the most active NGOs and networks, is to a very large extent 
integrated into the Ukrainian political process. Under such conditions, every public activist has a completely 
specific responsibility for the standing and public perception of the civic sector. It is primarily about 
unconditional compliance with high moral and ethical standards in their activities and professional approach 
to the development of policy recommendations and responsible advocacy for changes.
11. Openness and transparemcy of Ukrainian NGOs is an absolute imperative of their behavior and an 
effective tool for raising the culture of philanthropy and  of Ukrainian citizens. Therefore active stand in life
timely and regular disclosure of NGO information on projects (content, activity, budget, etc.) should be one of 
the fundamental elements of the system of public communication of civil society organizations, especially 
when it comes to the development and implementation of certain policies and legislative changes. Such 
information is essential in order to avoid accusations of lobbying for narrow private interests and the abuse of 
funds by benefactors.
12. The issue of assessing the effectiveness of projects funded by foreign donors and the influence of individual 
NGOs is a topic of a separate study. In general, public organizations enjoy a fairly high level of trust in society, 
as they together with volunteer organizations, the Armed Forces and the Church are part of a group of social 
institutions that have a positive balance of public trust (see Table 3).
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Table 3. Balance of trust / distrust to social institutions in 2017

Volunteer organizations 37.2
Armed Forces of Ukraine 36.7
Church 24.7
Civil society organizations 4.1
Ukrainian media -6.1
National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine (NABU) -12
Local self-government bodies -12.1
Ombudsman -17
Patrol police -18.8
Western media -22.2
Security Service of Ukraine -26.5
Trade unions -28.6
Police (without patrol police) -45.8
President of Ukraine -59.6
Government of Ukraine -65.1
National Bank of Ukraine -66.6
Political parties -70.5
Commercial banks -73.3
Prosecutor's Office -74
Courts -74.7
State officials -75.1
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine -76
Russian media -77.2

Source: Ilko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Foundation and Razumkov Centre
https://dif.org.ua/article/reytingijfojseojoej8567547
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Appendices

Appendix 1

Table 4. Funds provided by donors for use in Ukraine between 2011 and 2018
(based on Foundation Center database, total sum, $).

Name Sume of funds

National Endowment for Democracy 25,028,974
Foundation to Promote Open Society 11,060,333
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 8,006,054
The Coca-Cola Foundation, Inc. 3,589,060
Nationale Postcode Loterij 2,955,219
The Packard Humanities Institute 1,527,647
Elton John AIDS Foundation, Inc. 1,202,551
The Sigrid Rausing Trust 1,144,712
Ukrainian Women’s Fund 1,134,545
Frankel Family Foundation, Inc. 1,110,250
Tides Foundation 922,798
Open Society Institute 921,442
Porticus North America Foundation 800,000
Omidyar Network Fund, Inc. 656,750
Foundation Open Society Institute – Switzerland 625,262
The Martha & Warren Halle Foundation Inc 574,800
Elton John AIDS Foundation (London) 544,303
Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program 485,600
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 477,170
The Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation Inc 450,000
Mama Cash 429,841
HLMH, Inc. 375,000
Carnegie Corporation of New York 358,000
National Christian Charitable Foundation, Inc. 333,500
The Global Fund for Women 309,496
The Norman and Julia Bobrow Family Foundation 301,900
Disability Rights Fund 295,491
Monsanto Fund 258,960
Richard and Helen DeVos Foundation 240,000
Open Society Institute Budapest Foundation 230,000
Schwab Charitable Fund 227,867
CLRC, Inc. 225,000
Global Fund for Children 221,000
Koch Foundation, Inc. 203,919
The Heritage Foundation of First Security Federal Savings Bank, Inc. 162,750
The Zacchaeus Foundation, Inc. 162,500
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Nash Family Foundation 162,000
The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation, Inc. 162,000
Disability Rights Advocacy Fund Inc 158,500
The Maria Hulai Lion Foundation Inc. 153,000
Levi Strauss Foundation 150,000
GPD Charitable Trust 130,000
Fidelity Charitable Gi¢ Fund 127,130
EMLE, Inc. 126,179
GBRG, Inc. 125,000
Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. 124,232
The Self Reliance Foundation 121,000
Intel Foundation 120,000
  Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 106,000
Sutaruk Foundation 105,500
Jewish Federation of Greater Houston 102,325
Circle of Service Foundation 100,000
The Nicholas J. and Anna K. Bouras Foundation, Inc. 90,000
Israel Henry Beren Charitable Trust 88,750
Alliance for Open Society International, Inc. 85,777
Word & Deed Foundation of IMMI, Inc. 85,150
The Antonovych Foundation 85,000
Impact Foundation 75,000
Leichtag Foundation 75,000
Urgent Action Fund for Women’s Human Rights 69,998
Avon Foundation for Women 60,000
King Baudouin Foundation 55,500
Abilis Foundation 53,252
MetLife Foundation 50,975
The Turicchi Family Foundation 50,000
The Richard and Helen DeVos Foundation 50,000
The Karakin Foundation 50,000
Greater Houston Community Foundation 50,000
Busch Family Foundation 50,000
Robert Bosch Sti¢ung, GmbH 49,950
Red Umbrella Fund 47,912
Global Greengrants Fund 47,350
Medtronic Communities Foundation 43,513
The Hewko Family Charitable Foundation 43,000
Filia die Frauensti¢ung 41,070
Welfare Foundation, Inc. 40,000
Raskob Foundation for Catholic Activities, Inc. 40,000
Rochester Area Community Foundation 38,000
Ted Arison Family Foundation USA, Inc. 37,973
Trust for Mutual Understanding 35,000
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Miraldi Family Private Foundation 35,000
Ten Talents Foundation 35,000
The Elizabeth and Barets O. Benjamin Charitable Foundation, Inc. 35,000
The John and Lisa Pritzker Family Fund 33,000
Seattle Foundation 30,000
Natan & Sara Blutinger Charitable Foundation 30,000
The Flatley Foundation 30,000
The Kurt Feuerman Foundation 26,200
Sacks Family Foundation 25,000
Mensen met een Missie 22,309
Silicon Valley Community Foundation 20,880
The Harvey & Gloria Kaylie Foundation, Inc. 20,000
EEA and Norway Grants 19,934
Satell Family Foundation 19,600
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, Inc. 19,150
The Pershing Square Foundation 18,000
FRIDA: Young Feminist Fund 18,000
The Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Inc. 17,640
Mercy Works Foundation, Inc. 17,000
The Barrack Foundation 16,600
The Gordon and Llura Gund Foundation 16,500
Jewish Communal Fund 16,010
The Fred August and Adele Wolpers Charitable Foundation 15,000
Citi Foundation 15,000
The Chatlos Foundation, Inc. 15,000
Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund 14,860
The Lawrence H. Hyde, Jr. Charitable Trust 14,000
John E. Fetzer Institute, Inc. 13,795
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 13,200
Joseph Rosen Foundation, Inc. 12,000
Orest and Lidia Bilous Family Foundation 11,100
The San Francisco Foundation 11,000
Gad and Marlene Janay Foundation, Inc. 10,900
Davison Bruce Foundation 10,200
The Sirkin Family Charitable Foundation 10,200
Brian P. Friedman Family Foundation 10,000
Brenden Mann Foundation 10,000
State Street Foundation, Inc. 10,000
Taraska Family Foundation, Inc. 10,000
The Meelia Family Foundation 10,000
The David and Karen Pecker Foundation 10,000
Julius & Ray Charlestein Foundation 10,000
The Bay and Paul Foundations, Inc. 10,000
Arlene & Arnold Goldstein Family Foundation 10,000
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Jewish Community Federation of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma 
Counties

10,000

The Alice M. & Thomas J. Tisch Foundation, Inc. 10,000
The Jay and Jean Schottenstein Foundation 10,000
The Dan and Martha Lou Beaird Foundation 10,000
Frances & Benjamin Benenson Foundation, Inc. 9,312
Global Fund for Community Foundations 9,000
Ukrainian American Community (UAC) Foundation Inc. 8,000
Fondazione Banca del Monte di Lucca 7,968
The Ho Hing Dai Family Foundation Inc. 7,500
California Institute of Contemporary Art 7,500
Fund For Global Human Rights, Inc. 7,000
Calala Fondo de Mujeres 6,876
Haella Foundation 6,507
The Roe Green Foundation 6,000
American Jewish World Service 6,000
Wollowick Family Foundation 6,000
Magnum Cultural Foundation 5,300
The Ukrainian National Home of Passaic New Jersey 5,000
Century 21 Associates Foundation, Inc. 5,000
Rubin Family Foundation 5,000
The Orchard Farm Foundation 5,000
Augustyn Foundation Trust 5,000
Arcus Foundation 5,000
Crain Mailing Foundation 5,000
Jack Jennings Foundation 4,840
Sempra Energy Foundation 4,500
Westran Foundation 4,500
The New York Community Trust 4,250
The Pšzer Foundation, Inc. 4,200
The Greenspan Family Foundation Inc. 4,100
Novack Family Foundation 4,000
The Louis and Helen Messer Charitable Foundation 4,000
The Boxer Foundation 3,730
Sidney & Sondra Fetner Family Foundation 3,600
Adams Family Foundation 3,500
God’s Provision Inc. 3,500
The Furr Foundation 3,262
The Litwin Foundation, Inc. 3,000
King Baudouin Foundation United States, Inc. 3,000
Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice 3,000
The Feil Family Foundation 3,000
Seed Foundation 3,000
Wells Charitable Foundation, Inc 2,950
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Robert & Esther Heller Foundation, Inc. 2,500
David Kagan Foundation, Inc. 2,500
Stern Family Foundation 2,500
Lipkin Family Foundation 2,500
May and Samuel Rudin Family Foundation, Inc. 2,500
The Kimerling Foundation 2,500
Jay & Hadasa Pomrenze Foundation 2,000
The Isadore & Patricia Wollowick Family Foundation, Inc. 2,000
Communities Foundation of Texas, Inc. 2,000
The Joshua Foundation, Inc. 2,000
The Laurie M. Tisch Foundation, Inc. 2,000
Mustard Seed Foundation, Inc. 1,872
Harold & Penny B. Blumenstein Foundation Corporation 1,800
The Lee Foundation 1,800
Louis & Martha Silver Foundation, Inc. 1,800
Community Foundation of Greater Memphis 1,600
The Henry and Marilyn Taub Foundation 1,500
Katten Muchin Rosenman Foundation, Inc. 1,500
GE Foundation 1,065
Michael Mason Foundation 1,050
The JPMorgan Chase Foundation 1,000
Jett Travolta Foundation 1,000
The Treetops Foundation 1,000
The Jackman Family Foundation 1,000
Unidentišed Foundation 1,000
Ethel and James Flinn Foundation 1,000
The Philadelphia Foundation 1,000
The Fletcher Jones Foundation 1,000
Eugene and Emily Grant Family Foundation 1,000
The Floyd & Barbara Warkol Charitable Foundation 1,000
The David A. Dechman Foundation 1,000
Fidelity Foundation 1,000
The Jahn and Sabrina Levin Charitable Foundation 1,000
Avrohom M. Deitsch Family Foundation 1,000
Adam R. Rose Foundation 1,000
Bruce M. Epstein Family Charitable Trust 1,000
The Donald & Barbara Zucker Family Foundation 1,000
Elfers Family Foundation 1,000
Hannah S. and Samuel A. Cohn Memorial Foundation 1,000
Amadeu Antonio Stiftung 863
The Draizin Foundation Inc. 850
The Brooks Family Foundation, Inc. 625
The rivent Financial Lutheran 600
Jacob and Anita Penzer Foundation 500
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Dalio Foundation, Inc. 500
The Carl and Gloria LaGrassa Family Foundation 500
Simple Actions Family Foundation 500
Anne Claire Lester Foundation Inc. 500
Kenneth and Gina Mandelbaum Family Foundation, Inc. 500
The Donald M. and Margery Lesnik Karp Foundation 500
The Leon and Toby Cooperman Family Foundation 500
The Goldman Family Foundation, Inc. 500
Boston Foundation, Inc. 500
AmazonSmile Foundation 383
Rose Blumkin Foundation, Inc. 350
H.S. Foundation 300
The Sherrie R. Savett Family Foundation 250
The Lowell and Fern Kwiat Family Foundation, Inc. 200
Mike and Kathy Gross Family Foundation 200
David Bershad Family Foundation Inc. 180
Herman Koenigberg Memorial Foundation, Inc. 180
Ashington-Pickett Foundation, Inc. 100
The Weisenburger Family Charitable Foundation, Inc. 100
Lench Charity Trust 100
Meredith Corporation Foundation 50
Masada Foundation 50

Table 5. Funds provided by donors for use in Ukraine between 2011 and 2018,
with the exception of religios and humanitarian projects (based on Foundation Center database, $)

Name Sum of funds
National Endowment for Democracy 25,028,974
Foundation to Promote Open Society 11,060,333
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 8,006,054
The Coca-Cola Foundation, Inc. 2,349,060
The Sigrid Rausing Trust 1,144,712
Ukrainian Women’s Fund 1,099,618
Elton John AIDS Foundation, Inc. 1,067,788
Tides Foundation 922,798
Open Society Institute 921,442
Omidyar Network Fund, Inc. 656,750
Foundation Open Society Institute – Switzerland 563,442
Elton John AIDS Foundation (London) 544,303
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 477,170
Mama Cash 429,841
Carnegie Corporation of New York 358,000
The Global Fund for Women 309,496
Disability Rights Fund 295,491
Open Society Institute Budapest Foundation 230,000
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Global Fund for Children 187,000
Monsanto Fund 183,960
Disability Rights Advocacy Fund Inc 158,500
Levi Strauss Foundation 150,000
Sutaruk Foundation 105,500
Alliance for Open Society International, Inc. 85,777
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 74,000
Urgent Action Fund for Women’s Human Rights 69,998
Avon Foundation for Women 60,000
Abilis Foundation 53,252
MetLife Foundation 50,975
The Maria Hulai Lion Foundation Inc. 50,000
Robert Bosch Stiftung, GmbH 49,950
Red Umbrella Fund 47,912
Global Greengrants Fund 47,350
Filia die Frauenstiftung 41,070
Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. 39,328
Trust for Mutual Understanding 35,000
Intel Foundation 30,000
King Baudouin Foundation 22,200
EEA and Norway Grants 19,934
FRIDA: Young Feminist Fund 18,000
Citi Foundation 15,000
Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund 14,860
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 13,200
Silicon Valley Community Foundation 12,704
Satell Family Foundation 10,800
The Hewko Family Charitable Foundation 10,000
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, Inc. 9,150
Global Fund for Community Foundations 9,000
The Heritage Foundation of First Security Federal Savings Bank, Inc. 7,500
Fund For Global Human Rights, Inc. 7,000
Calala Fondo de Mujeres 6,876
Magnum Cultural Foundation 5,300
Ukrainian American Community (UAC) Foundation Inc. 5,000
Arcus Foundation 5,000
Haella Foundation 4,183
King Baudouin Foundation United States, Inc. 3,000
Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice 3,000
Amadeu Antonio Sti¢ung 863
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Appendix 2

Table 6. Priorities of foreign foundations in Ukraine

# Name Country General priorities Priorities in Ukraine
1 Konrad-Adenauer-

Stiftung
Germany Promotion of democracy Fostering of democracy

Promotion of rule of law Strengthening 
civil 
society

Social market economy Freedom of the media

Unification of Europe and 
strengthening transatlantic 
relations

Consolidation of 
democratic 
institutions

2 Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Germany Free society Social 
equality

Promotion of democracy Stable economic 
policy

Sustainable economic growth Democracy 
and rule 
of law

Welfare state Collective 
security 
in Europe

Peace and social progress in 
Europe and the World

-

3 Friedrich Naumann 
Stiftung

Germany Human rights Intra-party democracy 
and effective 
organization 
among political
parties and their 
youth associations

Promotion of rule of law Local self-
government and 
community-based 
local politics

Promotion of democracy Fighting 
corruption

International and 
transatlantic dialogue

SME policy

- Media freedom 
and quality 
journalism

4 Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung Germany Strengthening
civil society

Strengthening 
civil society

Decentralisation
and civic participation

Governance
and decentralization
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Promotion of rule of law Internal security
Advisory service 
to decision 
makers in politics
economy
and administration

-

Strengthening 
of state institutions

-

Women
empowerment

-

Civic education -
Bridging of social 
and ethnic gaps

-

Strengthening of environmental 
awareness among the population

-

Promoting the exchange on 
development policy

-

5 Heinrich Boell Stiftung Germany Democracy Promotion of 
democracy

Education and culture Strenthening
civil 
society

Ecology Gender equality
Economic 
and social issues

Climate

International politics -
6 Rosa Luxemburg 

Stiftung
Germany Political education Support of 

workers, women, 
Roma and LGBT

Scientific analysis of 
contemporary capitalism

Development of 
alternative policy 
models (based on 
social justice, 
oppose 
neoliberalism)

Dialogue between 
socialist forces

Development of 
differentiated historical 
discourse

Support 
of young scholars

-

Promotion of socialist 
political action

-

7 Volkswagen Stiftung Germany Development of research and 
higher education

Strengthening cross- 
border cooperation bet- 
ween Ukraine and Russia

8 Robert Bosch Stiftung Germany Education International education
Society Mediation
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Health International 
culture exchange

International Relations -
Science and Research -

9 Boehringer Ingelheim 
Stiftung

Germany Science and Research -

10 Fritz Thyssen Stiftung Germany Science and Research -
11 Daimler Benz Stiftung Germany Science and Research -
12 DAAD Germany Academic Exchange Academic Exchange

Academic Academic 
Cooperation

13 Alexander von Germany Academic Exchange Academic Exchange

15 Hertie Stiftung Germany Democracy Youth education
Brain research -

16 «Remembrance, 
Responsibility
and Future» (EVZ)

Germany Critical examination 
of history

Commitment to 
the victims of 
National Socialism

Working for human rights -
Commitment to the victims 
of National Socialism

-

17 Die Frauenstiftung 
«Filia»

Germany Women's Rights Women's Rights

18 Sigrid Rausing Trust United 
Kingdom

Advocacy, Research 
and Litigation

Advocacy, 
Research 
and Litigation 

Detention, Torture 
and the Death Penalty

Free Expression

Free Expression LGBTI Rights
Human Rights Defenders Women's Rights
LGBTI Rights Xenophobia

and Intolerance
Transitional Justice -
Transparency and Accountability -
Women's Rights -
Xenophobia
and Intolerance

-

19 Westminster Foundation 
for Democracy

United 
Kingdom

Democracy promotion Democracy 
promotion

20 The Netherlands 
Institute for 
Multiparty Democracy
(NIMD)

The Netherlands Democracy promotion Democracy 
promotion

21 Fundacja
im. Stefana Batorego

Poland Improving democracy Improving democracy

Analytical Report

Cooperation

Humboldt Stiftung
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Strengthening
civic institutions

Strengthening 
civic institutions

International cooperation 
and solidarity

International coope-
ration and solidarity

22 Fundacja Edukacja 
dla Demokracji

Poland Global education Education

Democracy promotion Democracy
promotion

Support 
of the Poles abroad

 -

23 Polsko-Amerykańska 
Fundacja Wolności

Poland Education Поширення досвіду 
трансформації

Local communities Education
Sharing transformation 
experience

-

24 Carpathian 
Foundation Slovakia

Slovakia Strengthening local 
democracy

Посилення демо-
кратії на місцевому 
рівні

Enhancement of institutional 
capacity of local 
governments and NGOs

Enhancement of 
institutional capacity
of local governments 
and NGOs

Підтримка транскордонної 
та міжетнічної співпраці 

Promotion of cross-
border and interethnic 
cooperation

Increase Increase of citizen 
participation

Promotion ooperation 
between NGOs, local 
government and businesses

Promotion ooperation 
between NGOs, local
government

25 ERSTE Stiftung Austria Social innovation Social innovation 
European cohersion 
and democracy

European cohersion
and democracy

Modern culture Modern culture

«Foreign non-state foundations in Ukraine: directions and scope of activity»

of citizen participation

and businesses






